PASTOR JOHN'S JOTS

L
C’Pé X,
1S Advent — Christmas And the “Real
o World”

It is ironic that when the Christmas holiday was
established in 354, the purpose was to compete with the
pagans. The return of the sun after the longest night of
the year and when the days begin to get longer and
longer was a long established time to celebrate nature
and the change of the seasons. The Roman Empire used
this time to celebrate the importance of the emperor as
the representative of stability.

Today, when Christians celebrate the time of Advent and
Christmas we focus on the theme of God’s turning back
the darkness of sin and sorrow with the arrival of God
among us. The term for this concept is emmanuel,
literally meaning “God with us.” In the Christ child we see
God’s willingness to enter into our world with an initiative
of divine love and forgiveness.

Real world realities compete for our attention. For people
at one time in history it was the fear that the sun would
not return and the world would be forever in the dark and
cold of winter. Today, we respond to this time of year with
concerns about the complications of modern life. In a way
we still compete with pagan themes of fear, greed and
anxiety.

In Jesus our hearts and faith reside with hope,
contentment and joy.

A blessed Advent and Christmas to all!
Pastor John
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3" Annual Lutheran World Relief
Fair Trade Fair Begins
Sunday, November 29

Fair trade items will be available in the main entrance
from the parking lot every Sunday during Advent. Every
purchase benefits artisans creating beautiful products by
helping them work their way out of poverty.

By selling through Fair Trade, farmers and artisans build
a better future for themselves, their families and their
communities. By supporting Fair Trade, we make
choices that affirm human dignity by promoting:

FAIR WAGES

CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE
ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS
NDIGENOUS RIGHTS

7.5 percent of all purchases support the ministries of
Lutheran World Relief.

Fundraising for our new Church
Our first fundraiser is collecting bottle return

receipts. Please place them in the box in the
narthex. Every little bit helps!
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Christmas
Worship

Schedule

12/17 at 11 amd Advent
home bound service
12/20 at 4 pmd Longest
Night service at First
Presbyterian
12/24 at 4 pm-service for
families with the cherub
and youth choirs
12/24 at 7 pm-candlelight
service
12/24 at 11 pm-candlelight
service

Crossbeam Deadline

Articles for the February issue of the Crossbeam are
due by January 10", Please e-mail your articles to Sue
Koeppel (skoeppel@roadrunner.com) or leave them in the
Crossbeam mailbox outside of the church office.
Electronic articles are preferred, if at all possible.
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Men’s Adult Bible Study

The Men’s Adult Bible Study Group will begin its Winter/
Spring season with a new format. Meetings will be held
in the Fellowship Room on the 2" Saturday of each
month and be preceded by a breakfast cooked by our
members on a rotating basis. Breakfast will begin at 9:00
AM followed by the Bible Study at 9:30 AM to
approximately 10:30 AM. The new format will kick off on
Saturday, December 12™. The Bible Study topic for the
day will be “Living With Pain: Where is God When |
Hurt?” The Scripture for the class is John 5:1-15. George
Kessler will be the Chef of the day for what he promises
will be a delicious breakfast.

We are looking for new members, regardless of your
age. Please consider joining us for great Christian
fellowship, a tasty breakfast, and inspiring Bible Study. If
interested, contact Jon Grauer (895-5042) for further
information.

Angel Tree

We will again be sponsoring Gateway-Longview and
adopting the United Methodist Church on Seneca/
Babcock After School Program this year. The tree will go
up the weekend of November 21-22. The gifts for
Gateway-Longview will be due December 13th. The
items for the United Methodist Church will be due on
January 10th.

Thank you for your continued support!
The Social Ministry Committee
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A general planning meeting to discuss the details for a Book
/| tdzo G {dd W2KyQa KlIa oSSy a

DATE: Wednesday, December 9, 2009
TIME: 7:00 p.m.
PLACE: {G® W2KyQa CStft26aKALI
AGENDA: 1. When, where and how often to meet
2. What books to read
3. Who will be leading the discussion
4. Developing a contact list of participants

The club will be discussing books that are currently popular,
non-fiction and fiction. This is designed as an opportunity to
read literature that will be meaningful and educational for all
involved.

Men and women of all ages are welcome.
Come join us!
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Christmas
oncert

AThereds a Song in t

A Christmas Concert of Sacred & Secular
Music

Featuring:
Rev. Bronwen Boswell ~ mezzo-soprano
Sue Maciejewski ~ organ
Wendy Warren ~ piano
Friday, December 4, 2009
7:00 pm
Presented by
First Presbyterian Church
2085 Union Road ~ West Seneca, NY 14224

Light refreshments will follow the concert.
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A St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
3512 Clinton Street
Buffalo, New York 14224

Needs Your Help

The congregation of St. John’s was started in 1864 and
has been an important part of the Gardenville community of
West Seneca ever since. Early 2009 it was discovered that the
current church building that was built in 1913 was not
structurally sound and should no longer be used for worship.
The Parish (Fellowship) Hall is currently being used for
services. A decision was made in May 2009 by the
congregation to build a new church. This project is expected to
exceed $1,000,000.

St. John’s web store is an affiliate of the well known
Internet store Amazon.com. If you have ever shopped at
Amazon.com, you are already familiar with the wide range of
products they offer. For every dollar you spend at the store,

St . Johnos wi || recei vlB%. aThec o mn
percentage earned each month increases as the number of

orders increases. This money will totally be used to support

the building of a new Church structure for St. John’s.

How can you help?

. 2dz Oy KSfLI 60& dzaAaAy3d GKS { i
your regular day-to-day purchases, especially during the approaching
Christmas Season. Consider supporting this project by visiting the
ai2NB (2RlIeo® ,2dz Oy | 0O0Saa GKS

www.saintjohnsws.org
GKSy asStsSOoiG a{Gdd W2KyQa 2So {i
Additional information is also available on the website.

Thank you for your support!
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St. John’s Web Store Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the St. John’s Web Store?

The money earned will totally be used to support the building of
a new Church structure for St. John’s.

Q You advertise your Store as an “affiliate” of Amazon.com.
Exactly what does that mean?

A Our Web Store is actually a “portal” to Amazon.com. Once you
enter the Store, you are actually shopping on the Amazon.com
web site.  Through a special code which is automatically
inserted to identify any product you purchase from Amazon, St.
John'’s receives a 4% to 15% commission.

Q | am a “Prime” member of Amazon.com, and as such receive
free shipping for all of my orders. Does the St. John’s Web
Store offer the same benefits?

A Yes. You will get free shipping on every order that you place
through our Store that is eligible for “Prime” benefits.

Q Does St. John’s receive any of my personal information as a
result of purchases | make through your Web Store, such as
credit card information?

A No. The only reports we receive from Amazon are summary
reports which display the products that were sold and the
commission we received on each sale. There is no correlating
information we receive tying the product to the purchaser.

Q If | place an order directly with Amazon.com, does St. John’s
still receive a commission?

A No. You MUST go through the St. John’s Web Store portal in
order for us to receive the appropriate commission for your
purchase.

Q Do | have to be a member of St. John’s to use your Store and

help with your fund raising activities for your new Church?
A Absolutely not!! Any visitor to our Web Site may use our

Store. We encourage everyone to do so as well as spread the
word to others.
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Adult Forum

During the Sunday School hour, all are welcome
to share a continuing Bible Study based on the
Book of Faith initiative.

To all members of St. John’s who
receive “The Lutheran” magazine:
After reading your copy, please bring it
to church and deposit it in the box on
the “Visitor's Table” for others to take
home and read.

Thank you, George Kessler

Campbell 6s Label
Education

Preschool is collecting
Campbell 6s Label s
Education to help fund their
activities. A list of

participating items is available

in the parish hall foyer. The
collection container is also
located in the parish hall

foyer.
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Hands and Hearts Knitting Ministry

Everywhere you go in church lately there is talk of how
are we ever going to build our new church. The children
are collecting pennies in a jar. People who surf the net
are shopping at Amazon where a percentage of the
purchase price will go into the fund. One wood worker
made a lovely jewelry box to be raffled off. Even those
who enjoy a beer or two can collect their bottle return
receipts and give them to the cause.

The Knitting Ministry meetings are much the same as
elsewhere with talk of "How can we contribute?".

Well here is a riddle for everyone.

How do you build a church?

Why one stitch at a time, of course!

With an over abundance of red and green yarn and stitch
by stitch the knitters have fashioned an afghan that will be
raffled off in late December. Tickets will sell for $1.00
each or the bargain price of six tickets for $5.00.

After all our afghan is much like our new church will be,
warm, cheery, strong, and a place to wrap yourself in

God's love.

Join us some Wednesday night for knitting and remember
to take a chance on our contribution. After all even if you
lose you win.

Submitted by Linda Wetzler
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Festivals and Commemorations
December

3 Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, 1552

4 John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, c. 749
6 Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c. 342

7 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397

13 Lucy, martyr, 304

14 John of the Cross, renewer of the church, 1591
20 Katharina von Bora Luther, renewer of the church,
1552

26 Stephen, Deacon and Martyr

27 John, Apostle and Evangelist

28 The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

January

1 Name of Jesus

2 Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church,

1872

15 Matrtin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, martyr,

1968

17 Antony of Egypt, renewer of the church, c. 356
Pachomius, renewer of the church, 346

18 Confession of Peter

19 Henry, Bishop of Uppsala, martyr, 1156

21 Agnes, martyr, c. 304

25 Conversion of Paul

26 Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries

27 Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith

28 Thomas Aquinas, teacher, 1274
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LOST & FOUND

Items can be found in the cupboard under the windows in
the Narthex (Parish Hall entrance off the parking lot).

Look for the salmon sign on the door.

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR:

Wrist Watch - girl’s pink, Hanna Montana

Cross - green on a green chain — found on the organ
console

Umbrella - black collapsible

Jacket - navy blue fleece hoody

Tudor Court Jacket - burgundy fleece with snap
opening

West Seneca Polo Association Jacket - light blue
fleece with black stripe and zipper opening.

LAST CALL:

Valuable items will be kept in the church office with a
note put in the cupboard so you know where to find
them.

Any items left behind in our complex will be placed in the

cupboard for a reasonable length of time. Unclaimed
items will be donated to charities or thrown out.
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There are Large
Print Hymnals and
Hearing Devices
available at all
worship services.
Please ask an
usher for
assistance.

Farm Fresh Eggs

The Lang’s chickens are now laying free range, organic
eggs in sizes from medium to jumbo.

25¢ from each egg sale will go to the church.

Please see Brad or Jeanne before or after church or call
716-725-8199.
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1st Year Confirmation
Dear Parents,

In Mrs. Mudd's Confirmation class, we are making a
lot of progress and learning a lot about the beginning of
creation. We have discussed how God created the Earth in
six days and rested on the seventh. He then created a man
and a woman from a man. They were Adam and Eve who
lived in the Garden of Eden and cared for the plants and
animals of the garden. But when a serpent tricked Eve into
eating fruit from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil,
they were banished from the garden. They then had two
sons, Cain and Able. After God didn't accept Cain's
sacrifice but accepted Able's, Cain killed Able because of
jealousy. We have learned a lot about these topics and are
continuing in the Book of Genesis.

Sincerely,
Amanda Altman

“The Longest Night service” also known as “Blue
Christmas” will be offered on Sunday, December 20 at 4:00
p.m. at the First Presbyterian church. The Longest Night is
meant to recognize that for those who remember the loss of
loved ones, the holidays can be particularly difficult. The
service is a quiet recognition of loss and grief during the
Christmas season.

The service will be led by both Pastor John and Pastor
Bronwen Boswell from First Presbyterian. Everyone is
welcome, invite friends or relatives to join us as we remember
the need for God’s Holy Spirit of consolation at time when
people can be feeling loss and disappointment.
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Food Barrel for WS Food Pantry

The food pantry has moved to the parish house of St.
David’s Episcopal Church near Southgate Plaza.

Items needed for December and January are peanut
butter, jelly, macaroni and cheese and pasta.

The Food Bank of Western New York provides the
WS Food Pantry with cereal, canned vegetables and
canned fruit. Therefore, donations of other items are
greatly appreciated.

Mark and Sue Koeppel would like to thank everyone who
participated in the chili dinner. Our combined efforts
raised $783 for the West Seneca Food Pantry and $783
for Kids Escaping Drugs.
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Self Employed Talents

WOODARDS INSTANT TAX SERVICE - Personal and
Small Business Tax Returns, Quickbooks accounting,
estimated tax payments, checkbook reconciliation,
budgeting, and payroll services. 675-2829

WOODARDS LANDSCAPING — Outdoor landscaping
design, installation and maintenance, plus lawncare, tree
and shrub removal and gardening. Deck and fence
staining/painting services as well. 684-6242

Ronald Braun—Chiropractor
Lancaster  706-0600

Babysitters

Allison Altman 16 yearsold 822-8417
Amanda Altman 12 years old 822-8417
Amanda Wolf, 15 years old 668-8531

Cindy Godus—vocal work for weddings or other
events
677-6620

Sandy Huenniger—sewing, housecleaning, laundry,
personal care, grocery shopping and errands 668-5075

Additions are always welcome. Please leave them in the
Crossbeam mailbox or email to
skoeppel@roadrunner.com.
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Worship & Music

.GREENING OF THE CHURCH: 12/13 immediately following the 11:00
a.m. worship. Many hands make light work. Please stay after service to
help decorate our worship area.

ADVENT HOME BOUND WORSHIP SERVICE: 12/17 at 11:00 a.m.
followed by a pot luck luncheon. Everyone is welcome to attend, especially
those who are no longer driving at night. If anyone needs a ride, please call
the church office.

LONGEST NIGHT/BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP: 12/20 at 4:00 p.m. at
First Presbyterian Church. Thisis an ecumenical service with our
neighbors focusing on people experiencing grief and sadness during the
holidays and is usually held close to the solstice. It will be a service of
communion, healing and candles.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES: 12/24 at 4:00 p.m. Communion Service for
families with the Cherub & Youth Choirs singing. The traditional candle
light services will be at 7:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.

NEW YEAR’S EVE: 11:00 p.m. Communion Service will be held following
the Group Fellowship’s Old Fashioned New Year's Eve Party. All are
welcome to attend.

EPIPHANY SUNDAY: 1/10 celebrating the Baptism of Our Lord. At this
special service, we pray for all who have been baptized and acknowledge
those of our members who were baptized at St. John’s during the past year.

RESIGNATION ACCEPTED: on 11/12, the Congregation Council
accepted, with regrets, the resignation of our Director of Music, Bonnie Klatt.
While her tenure as Director of Music wasn't long, we appreciate her
contributions to our worship services and our music ministry. We wish her
well as she continues taking lessons to enhance her skills as a church
organist.

In the meantime, the Personnel Committee has begun the search for a new
Director of Music. Bonnie will continue as a substitute organist through the
first week in February and Jean Stankowski has agreed to help out when
she can.

ACOLYTES & CRUCIFERS: Renee Then and Kyle Whelan are training our
young people and Renee will be handling the scheduling. Our thanks go out
to Linda Altman who has been doing the scheduling and working with Kyle
for the past few years.

Continued on page 18.
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Worship & Music, continued

CHOIR: we now have a designated space for the Choir as we do for the
Band. As you enter the church from the Narthex (parking lot side), look to
your left, and opposite the Band area, and that is where the Choir will be
sitting. You can tell the difference as the chairs are slanted toward the Boiler
Room. Please leave these chairs for the Choir at the 11:00 a.m. services and
all special services throughout the year. We thank you for your cooperation.

There are seats available in front of the Band equipment and the Choir seats
will be available on the Sundays that the Band plays. There are 170 chairs
set up in church at this time.

USHERS: we always need Ushers as everyone can'’t always be here when
scheduled. If you are interested and willing to help, please contact Jon
Grauer at 895-5042.

AS WE LEAVE CHURCH: please try not to congregate around the kitchen
doorway and the Altar Guild room. The ladies need to access both areas as
they remove the communion service and straighten the altar area. Some
items need to be washed so they would appreciate our cooperation.

HAND SANITIZERS: have been donated and installed on both ends of the
Parish Hall. They are filled with Purell and there is no need for a towel. With
the swine flu becoming an issue, 4,000 deaths nationwide as | write this
article, we felt it would be a good idea to offer this convenience. Please feel
free to use them. The question has arisen about Pastor and the distribution
of communion. Pastor is way ahead of us. He keeps a bottle of Purell under
the altar and always cleans his hands just before the distribution.

BULLETIN BOARDS: you can now find the Activities Calendar and notices
of scheduled events in our community on the board next to the church office.
The Parish Nurse will also be using that board so check it out when Carrie
gets her things transferred.

The Faith and Fitness and Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Camp bulletin boards
are next to Rick Lipka'’s office.

The lighted display cabinet will continue to be used. Check it out.
OUR NEXT MEETING IS: DECEMBER 2 AT 7:30 P.M. WE HOLD AN
OPEN MEETING AND ALL ARE WELCOME.

Carolly Huth
Chairman
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Family Promise Ministry

The Family Promise Ministry Committee met November 5, 2009 at
6:00 pm.

Pastor John Klatt, Bob Bueller, Ron Wirth, Janet Hender, Lori Olivieri,
Rick Lipka, Nancy Wright, Maureen Gensler and Sandy Gordon were
present.

Lori Olivieri stepped down from her position as Lead Coordinator and
Janet Hender accepted the position.

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church Ministries were reviewed and each
member in attendance chose the committee they would be contacting
regarding Family Promise Ministry.

Pastor John Klatt agreed to discuss Family Promise Ministry when he
meets with the group of church leaders in West Seneca.

Discussion took place regarding meeting with all the churches in our
area to explain Family Promise Ministry to see if they will we willing to
support St. John’s as volunteers. We set the date for this gathering
for January 24, time to be established at a later date.

Bob Bueller announced they have 10 out of the 13 churches required
to restart the program.

Sandy Gordon and Janet Hender agreed to go to the Steering
Committee (committee to get program back into operation) with Bob
Bueller November 19th at 7:00 pm at Grace Lutheran Church.

Janet Hender and Sandy Gordon’s meeting with Penny Paschka at
Grace Lutheran Church was discussed. Grace Lutheran Church will
be happy to assist St. John’s in any area needed and Penny
welcomed us to volunteer when they have the homeless at their
church.

Lori Olivieri explained the background of some of the homeless and
the reasons why they became homeless.

The next Family Promise Ministry meeting was set for December 9,
2009 at 7:00 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm.
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WOMEN HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HOUSE

There will be a Women Build Habitat for Humanity house
starting in May, 2010. The last women’s build was 5
years ago, and was a tremendous success. You don't
need building skills, we will teach you, and there are
many behind-the-scene roles to fill too. You don't need to
make a huge commitment; you can come to the site
once, or as often as you like. You can call Marcia

Brown (649-2747) for specifics. Organization and
fundraising will happen over the winter, and training
classes will be held in the early spring. Join us--it's fun,
and when we're done, somebody has a new house. How
much better can it get?!?!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

to write for the
2010 Lenten Devotional

I O2YYAGGHSS Aa ¢2N)JAy3 G2 Sa
to identify meaningful Bible verses. The devotional will be a
cooperative effort among First Presbyterian, Grace Lutheran, St.
5 @ARQa 9LIAaO02LIt YR {(d W2KYyQ:

Please consider contributing to the 2010 Lenten Devotional. Forty
writers are needed as well as an artist to draw illustrations for the
overall theme and weekly topics. If you are interested, please call
the church office at 668-2152 or speak with Pastor John or Nancy
Kessler. Details will be available early December. Meditations will
be due the second week of January 2010.

It is the sharing of personal experiences and thoughts
about faith that has, over the years, made this booklet very
YSI YAy AT dA F2NJ (KS LI NAaKA2Yy S
congregations.
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Women of the ELCA

Special thanks to Carrie Weinreich and Sandy Haase for a lovely

Thankoffering Service. The meditation and the music added to the
service and it was enjoyed by all who were there. It was especially
nice to have Sandy Huenniger join us that evening.

We look forward to seeing many of our church friends as well as
their friends and community faces at our Christmas Program on
Tuesday, December 8. As noted last month, there is a change in
format so here is the information:

STRIKE THE ROCK WILL BE PERFORMING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 AT

**FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH**
DESSERT,COFFEE, TEA, PUNCH AT 6:30
PROGRAM BEGINS AT 7:30 IN THE SANCTUARY

You may have been fortunate enough to have attended the
performance of this group from St.Peter's last year when they
performed in our sanctuary. Itis a wonderful way to celebrate the
season and we hope you and any of your friends and family are able
to come to First Presbyterian Church. They are very talented and
love to share their talents. A free will offering will be taken for Strike
the Rock.

If you are unable to come between 6:30 and 7:15 for refreshments
in the upstairs hall, feel free to come just for the music at 7:30 in their
sanctuary. We look forward to seeing you then.

In addition to making our annual Christmas donations, the ladies
also decided that 50% of the monies collected in the can during the
coffee hour would go to the Building Fund.

Our next meeting will not be until February. We send special
thoughts to our shut ins and church family and friends who are ill or in
need of extra prayers especially at this holiday time. We hope you
will be able to share the blessings you have been given with others
even if it is just the gift of a smile, handshake or special prayer. It
could be worth a million dollars to the recipient.

Christmas blessings to all as we ponder and celebrate the birth of
Jesus.

WELCA
Submitted by Connie Arnold > /1)
f’ :\&1;_— /:13
The Thought for the Month Le 28 ul)«
TGIF: Thank God I'm Forgiven ‘/1//\ -
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Parish Nurse
The Ear

Hearing is one of our most important senses and is transmitted
by the ear. The ear is composed of 3 parts; the outer ear with
eardrum, the middle ear with 3 small bones and the inner ear
with the cochlea. Sound waves pass to the eardrum and cause
vibrations which travel to the 3 bones in the middle ear and
then to the cochlea where the waves are transmitted to nerve
signals that are sent to the brain which recognizes them as
sound.

Ear infections are very common in the young. Usually its the
middle ear, but we can get outer ear and inner ear infections.
Middle ear infections are often related to a cold, sore throat or
respiratory problem. Downs Syndrome and children with cleft
palate are more prone to these infections.

Infants are very difficult to diagnose. The signs and symptoms
to look for are irritability, pulling on the ears and fever. If not
recognized the infant may become listless and refuse to eat.
Older children and adults often experience earache, hearing
loss, a sense of fullness in the ear and sometimes dizziness
and loss of balance. The infection can be viral or bacterial.
Outer ear infections are usually some type of skin infection, like
a boil or it can be inflammation of the skin in the canal. Both
outer and middle ear infections can rupture the ear drum, which
may or may not heal totally closed. If a tiny hole remains in the
eardrum , there is a possibility of frequent middle ear infections
from water getting into the ear.

The inner ear contains a system of tubes and canals called a
labyrinth. This area sends messages to the brain for both
movement and hearing. When infected, one will experience
vertigo, nausea, loss of balance, headache, ringing/rushing in
the ear and temporary hearing loss. Signs and symptoms will
become worse with any movement of the head. If you
experience any of these signs and symptoms it is imperative
that you seek medical attention.

Prevention; keep children away from cigarette smoke, do not
allow an infant to lie down with a bottle feeding and putting
inappropriate objects in the ear.

Continued on page 23.
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Parish Nurse, continued
The Ear

Adults should protect themselves from repeated loud
continuous noise.

Hearing loss is common as we age. It is usually gradual and
one will initially hear muffled sounds and have trouble hearing
in a room with a lot of background noise.

Causes; heredity, long exposure to very loud noise, ear wax
build up and repeated ear infections especially if not treated
properly, tumor, abnormal bone growth and ruptured eardrum.
Some of these can be treated, but if the tiny hairs and nerves in
the inner ear are damaged, the hearing loss CANNOT be
reversed.

Test; a physical check in which the physician looks into the ear,
uses a tuning fork to ascertain hearing ability and possibly a
audiometer check up to identify what level the hearing loss has
reached.

Treatment; is usually antibiotic or antiviral. The skin infection is
treated according to the underlying problem identified. Hearing
loss is treated with a hearing aide or cochlear implant. As |
stated earlier, the latter only work if there is ho permanent
damage.

Teach your children to tell you whenever they notice any of the
signs and symptoms listed. Never put things in the ear that are
not meant to be used there and be very careful using Q-tips.
NOTE; research shows that use of antihistamines and
decongestants are NOT helpful in preventing infections.

See bulletin board for further information.

Submitted by Carrie Weinreich

Parishe” s
/" Nurse
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GROUP FELLOWSHIP

We met on 11/14 for a pot luck supper and planning meeting. Please
note that this is a Lutheran Group Fellowship so we eat at every
meeting and event....

CHRISTMAS CAROLING: Sunday 12/13 after 11:00 a.m. worship.
We will go for lunch and then visit our shut-ins and a nursing home or
two. You don’t have to be a trained singer to join us, just have the
Joy of Christmas in your heart. Please congregate in the Narthex
after worship.

OLD FASHIONED NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY: 12/31 at 8:00 p.m.
We will enjoy a holiday punch, finger foods, festive desserts, play
cards and board games (some dating back to the early 1900s),
assemble jig saw puzzles, sing some carols. At 11:00 p.m., Pastor
will lead us in a Communion Worship Service. We might even get
home before the ball drops! Please remember that all are welcome
i.e., singles, married couples. If you are alone on the 31°' but would
rather not be, come and join us. Just bring a dish to pass (look for
the sign up sheet in the Narthex), your favorite old/older game and
remember this is a BYOH* party! If you need a ride, please call the
church office.

*Bring your own herring!

VALENTINE’S DAY DINNER: 2/14 at 1:30 P.M. Waitch for the sign
up poster in the Narthex which will include the location, dinner
choices, price and deadline for reservations. As always, all are
welcome not just couples. Announcements will be made in church
also.

POT LUCK PLANNING MEETING: 3/13 at 6:30 p.m. Bring a dish
to pass, a game to play and join us as we plan/finalize our activities
for the rest of the year. At our last meeting, we talked about a lot of
ideas but we are always open to new ones. This will be the night to
make your suggestions.

We look forward to seeing you at these events. For more information
or questions, please contact Sandy Huenniger 668-5075.
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Sunday Church School

The Teacher/Staff meeting for December will be held on
Sunday, December 6 at 9:00 am. There will be no
meeting for the month of January.

Sunday School offering envelops for 2010 will be given to
the children before the end of the year. Destroy any
2009 envelops after the first of the year. You can request
a receipt for 2009 offerings. See Sandy or Danese in the
Sunday School office.

Sunday School will not be presenting a Christmas
program this year. Instead, a program will be presented
in celebration of Epiphany on Sunday, January 10, 2010,
3:00 pm. The program is not finalized but does call for an
outdoor activity and a snack. Dress for outdoors. Details
will follow.

The Sunday School’s “Pennies from Heaven” jug is in the
corridor near the Sunday School office. The kids are
urged to bring in their pennies and drop them in the jug
each week. Your support is appreciated. All funds
collected will go toward our new church.

Attendance for the first nine weeks of Sunday School
classes averaged 53 per Sunday.

Submitted by Danese Dick

A 5

Sunday School
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News From the Pews

In The Hospital
Betty Lou Lehsten
Bill Hager

Kris Hicks

Funeral
10/21—Virginia Mason

Baptism

10/25—Corey Staufenberger Jr., son of Cory Sr. and
Melissa Staufenberger

11/14—Brianna Marie Tosetto, daughter of Mark Tosetto
and Victoria Wetzler

11/15—Summer Grace Lumb, daughter of Alan and Tracy
Lumb

Welcome to our new
Members

Robert and Roxanne
Schultz
John and Stacey Dickey
and children Eric and Jillian
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Welcome New Members
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Esther Altar Guild

A big Thank You to everyone who helped with, donated,
baked, and bought at our Penny sale. It was a great success
and we made $359.00.

We will be selling poinsettias again this year at a cost of $6.00
each. Please place your orders and money in the provided
envelopes and box located in the narthex area. Bulletin inserts
will be on 11/29, 12/6 and 12/13. We will be setting up on
12/23 at 11 am. Please come and help.

Remember to check-out the available dates on the flower
calendar located by the Ladies Room bulletin board, and order
a bouquet.

We are sending out a PLEA for new members. Come join us
at a meeting and help us with altar preparations. It's easy and
only takes a little amount of time. We look forward to seeing
some new faces.

Attached is the schedule for 2010. Members please clip and
save or mark the dates on your calendar now!

January—Karen M. & Kathy M.
February—Arlene S. & Sharon T.
March—Erma & John F.
April—Connie & Charlie A.
May—Danese & helpers
June—Shirley J. & Janet M.
July—to be filled

August—Nancy S. & Sandy H.
September—Connie A. & Rhonda D.
October—Sylvia D. & Barbara K.
November—Joyce B. & Nancy W.
December—Connie & Charlie A.

Hostesses:

February 28th—Sharon T. & Danese D.
June 27th—Arlene S. & Shirley J.
September 26th—Connie A. & Rhonda D.
November 14th—Sylvia D. & Barbara K.

Submitted by Nancy Weber
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These words are all part of the Christmas story. First, find
them in the puzzle below, Circle them, You may find them
——/X N\ T J, . There will be 12 letters that remain
uncircled. Write them in the order found on the lines below.
You will find a special Christmas message! Then use the words
from the list to tell the story to someone!

Telling the Christmas Story

joy hay men inn wise
Lord star baby king east
Mary gold angel taxes Jesus
sheep myrrh three manger  Savior
donkey Caesar Joseph birthday  Messiah
shepherds  frankincense Bethlehem Augustus
B E|T(H|L|IE|H|EIM|P S M(A|R Y
Il AIN|(G|E|L|E(G|O|L|D E|C|[A|E
RIC|B([J|S(M|Y(R|R(H/ R|S|A|E K
T/ J|O(Y|E|H|E|[T|S|(A|E|S|E[(M|N
H|IT|IA[X|E|[S|E[(N|O|[I |H|I|S|A|O
DA|G(N|I|K|U[E|N[(N|P A|A(N|D
AN E|Y WIR(A(T(S|P|N|E H|[R|(G|R
Y A(U|G|U|S|(T|U|S|T/H R|E|E|O
F R(A(N|K|I|N|C|E[(N|S|E|A|R|L
RIO|I|[V|A[S|R[T|H|(J|OQO|S|E|P|H

Answer on page 31.
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Ladies Aid

We had a very enjoyable "Mystery Pound Sale" with Sylvia
enticing us to bid and seeing what innovative mysteries there
were in our packages. The money collected went to
the church's furnace fund along with other monies from our
treasury to bring the total donation to $700. We also made
various community donations of $425.

Our Christmas Dinner is one that is shared with many and
enjoyed by all. We had a good collection of personal items for
Cornerstone Manor. It is a great way to share our fellowship
with our church friends and our blessings with others.

Our next meeting will not be until February. We wish
everyone a peaceful and joyous holiday season and ditto for
the new year too.

Please remember to keep our shut ins and others in need of
cards, phone calls and prayers in your hearts and minds
especially as the holidays come about.

Submitted by Connie Arnold

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

I knew someday I'd be a star!”
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Lutheran Roots in America
The historical origins of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

The Early 20th Century

Relief work after WWII. European
LWR food drive in Nebraska.

For the first 12 years of its existence, the NLC concentrated on overseas
relief programs, then from about 1930 through the entry of the United
States into World War Il it developed its domestic programs. In 1945 it
reorganized and expanded the work it did on behalf of the participating
churches. In addition to the refugee and chaplaincy work, the council
provided coordination of new congregations, town and country ministries,
student services, public relations and uniform statistical reporting, among
other services. In 1930 three churches with German origins had merged to
form the American Lutheran Church, which had become one of the eight
member churches in the NLC, along with the ULCA. As cooperative work
proved beneficial to all the participants, other areas of commonality
naturally surfaced. In the late '40s and '50s there were proposals by the
ULCA to merge all the member churches of the NLC, and although they
failed, in 1952 the American Lutheran Conference Joint Union Committee
presented the document @AThe United
agreeing they were in "essential agreement" with the positions of the ULCA
and the Lutheran Churdlissouri Synod. The next round of mergers
occurred in the early '60s.

As cooperative work proved beneficial to all the participants, other areas of
commonality naturally surfaced. I n
proposals by the ULCA to merge all the member churches of the NLC, and
although they failed, in 1952 the American Lutheran Conference Joint
Union Committee presented the docul

member churches, agreeing they wer
positions of the ULCA and the Lutheran Chuidissouri Synod. The next
round of mergers occurred in the e:

From the ELCA website
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BOILER INSTALLATION

Our new boilers have been installed in the Parish Hall
and are connected to each other.

By connecting the two boilers, we now have the
capability of heating our new church building without
purchasing a third boiler at a savings of at least
$35,000.00. When heat is needed in the entire complex
both boilers will be in operation but during the week only
one needs to be working....again, more savings.

Both boilers are programmed for Zone Heating. What
does that mean? Each room in each building, except the
lavatories, is programmed individually so that each room
is heated individually.

Please remember to keep all doors closed when the
room you are in is not in use. This means every room in
the Education Building, except the lavatories which
should be left open, and every room in the Parish Hall.
There is no longer a need to leave the Boiler Room door
open as the room no longer overheats.

With your cooperation, we can keep our heating bills
down, save energy and $$$$$ that can be put to better
use.

ylie3g uo adkead JIaMSsuUe 9|ZZnd
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