oy, PASTOR JOHN'S JOTS
& God’s Time

The Bible has a number of verses that describe two kinds of time. One
is a chronological marking of time as the day goes by. The other kind
of timing has to do with the purpose and meaning of the moment
pointing to the larger purpose that God has for what is happening. In
other words, the time is right. In the right time there is a sense that
God’s will is being done. This kind of thinking is reflected in the very
well known verses of Ecclesiastes 3. “For everything there is a
season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”

For approximately three years we have been in an intense process of
decision-making and fund raising and planning that have culminated in
the completion of a brand new church building for our ministry
together. Without a moment of hesitation, | can say that this is God’s
work. We could not have come to this without the help of God to keep
us patient and loving and kind in the Holy Spirit of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We could not have had the confidence and hope to expect to
build this building without a sense that God’s time and God'’s purpose
was at work.

Brothers and sisters, the time is right for us to celebrate. On February
12 at 3:00 pm we will be sharing a celebration of the dedication of our
new church building. Bishop Marie Jerge will preside for the liturgy of
dedication. A whole variety of choirs and musicians from our
congregation will be sharing music. The pre-service music begins at
2:30 pm. There will be no morning services that day. The Saturday
service on February 11 will take place at the usual 5:00 pm time.

After the dedication service a simple reception of refreshments will be
shared. Everyone is welcome. A variety of invitations have been sent
out to special guests. Family, friends, and community members — all
are welcome. The time is right. The time has come. Let’s celebrate!

With Joy and Hope,

Pastor John Klatt
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DEDICATION CELEBRATION!!!

February 11 — 5:00 p.m. Worship Service —
Farewell to the Parish Hall.

February 12 — 3:00 p.m. Dedication service including
Holy Communion.

There will be special music by our String
Quartet in the foyer at 2:15 p.m. followed
by our Choirs, in the church, at 2:40 p.m.

5:00 p.m. Reception in the Parish Hall.

February 19 — Open House immediately following the
11:00 a.m. worship service for those in the
community who would like to see our new
worship space. Refreshments will be served.

Because of parking constraints, we are asking that people car
pool.

We are in need of helpers to set up the Parish Hall on Sat. 2/11
after worship and Sun. 2/12 in the morning.

We are in need of helpers to clean up after the reception on Sun.

We are expecting 400+ people for the Dedication service and
reception and are in need of finger foods, desserts and pop.
Anything that can be eaten with your fingers or a tooth pick is
welcome.

We will be making phone calls for donations. If you don’t hear
from us, please call Connie Arnold at 674-2409 or Carolly Huth at
826-0506 and let us know what you will donate or how you can
help us with the heavy work.

Thank you.
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BW'S FISH FRY AND CHICKEN FINGER DINNER
TAKE OUT
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2012

4PM-7PM
FISH FRY $9.00

INCLUDES FISH, FRIES AND COLE SLAW
CHICKEN FINGER DINNER $7.00

INCLUDES 2 CHICKEN FINGERS, FRIES AND CARROTS

ALL PROCEEDS TO SUPPORT OUR BUILDING FUND

g

@Q

Fish Fry
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ASH WEDNESDAY - February 22

The season of Lent begins with the liturgy of Ash Wednesday and the
reminder of our need for God, and our need to be reminded of our
mortality. "Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall

return." The schedule for services at St. John's is as follows:

Morning service with Holy Communion and the imposition of ashes at
1lam.

Evening worship liturgy with Holy Communion and the imposition of
ashes at 7:30pm.

Lenten Journey 2012

The tradition of sharing a Lenten worship among the
congregations of the West Seneca Community of Churches will
continue this year, starting on February 29. We at St. John’s will
begin the season by hosting the first of the worship events at our
new church building. The service begins at 7:30 pm. The
preacher will be Father Dan Serbicki from the Queen of Heaven
parish here in West Seneca.

The over-all theme of the Lenten Journey services will be
“Changed By Christ.”

Date Place Theme of the Day
Feb. 29 St. John’s Changed by the Servant Christ

March 7 First Presbyterian Changed by the Suffering
Servant

March 14 New Hope United Changed by Victory over Euvil
Methodist

March 21 and 28 — To be announced later

enten

Joumey////
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Mission Message
.Remember the lepers

When the ten lepers were healed and only one came back
to say “thank you”, we are shocked. Only one in ten? Such
a small number?

When God asks us to return to him one tenth of what he’s
given us, we say, “So much?”

One tenth. A tithe. Ten percent.

As we go into January, most congregations will be passing
budgets for 2012 at their annual meetings. There should be
a line in there for missions, whether your congregation
sends it to synod, or directly to the organizations. In the
same way that members are encouraged to tithe to the
congregation, the congregation is also encouraged to tithe
its income to missions. Before voting on that budget, look
for that line, ask questions about what percentage it
represents. These monthly messages have been showing
how that money is used all over the world to feed people,
clean up after disasters, educate, send missionaries, and
control/eradicate malaria. The need is great. So speak up. It
would be great to hear that someone (maybe you, reader?)
raised their hand and asked, “What percentage of our
income goes to mission?”

Ten percent? If someone says it’s too much, remind them
of the lepers.

God’s work, our hands.
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Upcoming Events at LCLC

Hobby Weekend: (Bring Your Own Hobby)
February 24-26, 2012

Spend the weekend working on your favorite hobby like quilting,
scrapbooking, reading, knitting, or painting. Enjoy a weekend devoted
to your hobby without the distractions of home. The following optional
activities will also be offered: Morning Devotions, Worship, Bible study,
Hiking, Delicious Food, and Fellowship

This adult program runs from 7:00 p.m. Friday through brunch on
Sunday.

4th-8th Grade Winter Retreat
March 2-4, 2012

Spend the weekend at LCLC learning about your relationship with God
and having an awesome time with new and old friends.

The 4th-8th Grade Winter Retreat includes:
Experiential Bible Studies

Powerful Worships

Campfires, Great Music and S'mores
Sledding and Fun in the Snow

Games and Hikes

Great Food and Snacks

Grab a friend, bring your sleds and winter gear and get ready for a
great LCLC experience. The retreat begins with registration at 7:00 p.m.
Friday night and ends with closing worship at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center
5013 Rt. 430
Bemus Point, NY 14712 * 716-386-4125 * contact@I|clcenter.org
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THE CHOIRS OF ST. JOHN’S

Adult Choir: rehearses on Thursdays from 7:00 — 8:30
p.m. Cindy Godus is back directing the Choir that is
preparing for the Dedication of our new church.

Youth Choir: rehearses on Mondays from 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. under Cindy’s direction. This Choir is for children
in the 3" through 6™ grades and will also be singing at
the Dedication.

Cherub Choir: rehearses on Sundays during Sunday
Church School and will also be singing at the
Dedication.

Bell Choir: began rehearsals Monday, 1/9 from 7:45 —
8:45 p.m. under the direction of Cindy Godus and Nick
Barnhard. They will take turns ringing bells and
directing. This Choir will also be playing at the
Dedication.

Anyone interested in being a part of any or all of our
choirs should contact Cindy or Nick. Beginners are
welcome and you don’t necessarily need to read music,
they will teach you.

Carolly Huth
Worship & Music Chairman
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Dorie Raw.
My dearest sweet family and friends,

I ieave you with the saying from Abraham Lincoln, “It's not the years in the life
but the life in the years.” 1 sure did try to pack a lot of life into those years!!!

7

PLEASE don’t cry for me, but if you must, let them be HAPPY TEARS because you
remember me in a joyful and ioving way. | hope you know I tried my best to be a
good person. | will be watching over all of you in my heaven with GREAT LOVE.
God is allowing me to join the most beautiful choir, his choir. | get a chance to
sing as many solos as | want and share his gift with everyone I love. Listen for me
in the rays of sunshine, the snowflakes that fall or the rippling of the water.

I'had a WONDERFUL AND BLESSED LIFE. Two UNBELIEVABLY FABULOUS children,
Jimmy and Haley, who will continue to make me oh so very proud! My soul mate,
my lover, my best friend, my husband, my Ken. The most wonderful man | have
EVER known. Who gave me the happiness | always longed for. The man who
brought my other two children, Shannon and Tim, into my life and made it richer.
The ones that blessed me with my granddaughter, Bree Bree, and my daughter in
God's eyes, Wendi. My fabulous mom and dad; Dorice and Don, the parents
everyone wanted, but { was blessed to have. My wonderful brother and sister,
Donnie and Kim, my best friends. Their families; Marlies, Christopher, Evan,
Nathan, Kailee (my song bird), Taylor and Kevin. Also, my brother-in-law, Bud.

The people who are reading this, are reading this because in some way | touched
your hearts, at least | hope I did.

{ LOVE YOU ALL, NOW AND IN THE NEXT LIFE...Terri, your wife, your momma, your
gwamma, your friend...always

MY FINAL THOUGHT...”Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to be over, it’s about
learning how to dance in the rain.” Author Unknown

LOVE YOU IN THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT. Will be talking to you from Lake
James! Xoxoxox Terri

February 2012 Crossbeam Page 8

2t



NEWS FROM THE BOOK CLUB

We reviewed and discussed the book titled “MESSENGER: THE
LEGACY OF MATTIE J. STEPANEK & HEARTSONGS” by Jeni
Stepanek, Larry Lindner, and Maya Angelou. Some of us did not like
the manner in which the book was written (skipped around a lot) but we
all agreed the boy Mattie had genius qualities that he showed at a very
young age through the poems that he wrote, his adult like attitudes and
his motivation that he was a messenger from God. His rare disease and
the fact he spent much of his time in a wheelchair with ventilator aids,
did not keep him from befriending famous people like Jerry Lewis,
Oprah, Jimmy Carter, and others. His poems about heartsongs and life
were published in several books. He attended many book signings in
the Northeast.

The favorite Mattie saying from our group is : We remember that
sometimes, even if we don’t understand why, the rain falls for a reason.
We remember how important it is to play after a storm, just because we
need to keep playing and living. And we remember to say thank you to
God for our gifts.

Our next meeting, January 24" at 7:30PM we will review the book, A
SIMPLE BLESSING by Michael W. Smith. “It was obvious to me that
there was a broader need out there for the kind of thing my prayer was
offering. That is why | decided to write this book. | want to help
Christians learn what | learned from this prayer of blessing. | want to
help them learn to focus on what is truly valuable and seek the only
blessing that can make us truly happy: God’s blessing of character”
Only 161 pages. Call Nancy Kessler for available books.

Looking ahead to the February meeting, the 28" at 7:30PM, the book
title is THE CENTURIAN’S WIFE by T. Davis Bunn & Janette Oke.
Nancy Kessler will be ordering books after our January meeting.

LIKE TO READ? COME TO THE BOOK CLUB MEETING. BRING A
FRIEND OR NEIGHBOR. SEE YOU THERE.

Submitted by Jim Steiner
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Food Barrel for WS Food
Pantry

.-\ Pantry
(@ Neells Items needed for February are personal
& hygiene products (deodorant, toothpaste,
shampoo, lotion, etc.).

Donations of desserts are needed for the
Fish Fry on February 24th. Please package
in $1.00 amounts or label with a price if you
are donating larger items.

Fund Raiser Calendar

A dry-erase calendar has been hung on the metal door of
the parish hall (by the Fellowship Room) to help in
scheduling our fundraising activities. Please also record
outside activities that we don’t want to conflict with such as
fire hall chicken barbeques. Sandy Haase still has the
official calendar to book the parish hall for these activities.

Crossbeam Deadline

Articles for the March issue of the Crossbeam are due
by February 12™. Please e-mail your articles to Sue
Koeppel (skoeppel@roadrunner.com) or leave them in
the Crossbeam mailbox outside of the church office.
Electronic articles are preferred, if at all possible.
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LOST & FOUND

These items are currently on the table outside the office:

LADY’S GLOVES: Isotoner, navy blue with red & white
plastic on the palms and fingers.

Black, stretch short glove.
Black Thinsulate with elastic at wrist.
EYE SHADOW: Lavender cream.

MAN’S SWEATSHIRT: Tech Gear, black with front zipper.
Left at Vigilant Fire Hall - tool raffle.

VARIOUS: pierced earrings — See Carolly

Items of value are kept in the church office. Please contact
Carolly Huth at 826-0506 if you can’t find any of the above.
ITEMS IN THE KITCHEN THAT NEED TO BE PICKED UP:
COOKIE SHEETS - 2 small

SILVER PLATES - 2 small

PYREX BAKING DISH — with blue cover
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MEMORIALS & SPECIAL GIFTS BOOKLET

The Memorial Committee has published a booklet listing the
items in our new church building that can be donated as
memorials to loved ones, in honor of loved ones, groups,
special occasions, pets or in thanksgiving for the gifts God
has given us.

This booklet may be picked up in church, mailed to you by
calling the church office or by going on line to
www.saintjohnsws.org.

There is a form to fill out in the booklet and on the web site.
Please put it and your donation in a Building Fund
envelope, mark the envelope Special Gifts and place the
envelope in the offering plate or mail it to the church office.

Should you have any questions regarding this booklet,
please call Rick Lipka at 675-8158 or Carolly Huth at 826-
0506.

Ladies Aid

We will look forward to starting the 2012 meeting season by
having our February 2 meeting at Sandy Haase's home. All
ladies are welcome to come, it will begin at 7pm. The officers will
supply the refreshments. We will be discussing the cleaning of
the kitchen as well as some other purchases for the

church. Hope to see you then.

Submitted by Connie Arnold
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DATE LITURGICAL WEEK LEADER YOUTH HELPER
February 5 Year B/Sﬂ'1 Epiph How Bernie Acker Anna Deveso
Do You Say | Love You?
February Year B/6" Epiph Hope Nadine Brown Amanda Wolf
12 For the Hopeless
February Year B/Transfiguration Lynn Karp Samantha Godus
19 On the Mountain Top
February Year B/Lent 1 Extra! Linda Altman Amanda Altman
26 Extra! Read All About It!
ST JOHN'S

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

IS SPONSORING
AN ONGOING
PRECIOUS METALS COLLECTION

WHAT BETTER TIME TO SORT OUT THOSE ITEMS THAT YOU NO
LONGER USE: Rings, necklaces, earrings, tea sets (sterling silver).

All you have to do is collect items that you want to donate and place
them in a plastic bag (with your name on it) and bring them to church.
We will have them appraised and the money will go to the Building
Fund.

If you have any questions, please see Sandy Haase, Renee Then, Kim
Crooks, Carol Boeck, Sharon Tyler or Joyce Brown.

Puzzle answer: “There is a time for everything, and a
season for every activity under heaven.”
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News From the Pews

In The Hospital
Raymond Hauck

Baptismd January 8th
Jaden Matthew Christie
Ashley Christie

Alexandria Alynna Delaney
Dante Xavier Delaney
Gabriella Hope Johnson

New Members

12/4/11—Alexis & Keith Lang, Lisa & Gabriella Johnson,

Amanda Woch
1/7/12—Alicia Jones

Change of Address
David Mitman

229 Lamont Dr.
Amherst, NY 14226

“Bae oy valartice L Be nry valenting
B ey walerfare L
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Women of the ELCA

We hope you got to enjoy the additional decorations on the church's
Christmas tree this year. They were put on as part of our program
highlighting the colors of Christmas. Each color has a special meaning
which was put up on the bulletin board. Look for them next December if
you weren't able to see them or their meaning this past year.

We are really pleased to give you the report on our last ingathering
project, Cherish the Children, which provided dresses for children in
Africa. You may remember that here at St John's, we were able to
send 46 dresses. Nationally, 1,760 dresses were collected at the
convention and more keep coming in!

This program, also known as "Little Dresses for Africa", has received
dresses and donations from all 50 states which equates to over
500,000 dresses which have gone to 31 countries in Africal Another
partner of this group has sent over 40,000 dresses internationally to
countries in crisis such as Honduras, Guatemala, the Philippines,
Cambodia, Mexico and Haiti. Also, dresses have been sent to children
in need in America, specifically the Appalachian Mountains and South
Dakota. "We're not just sending dresses, we're sending HOPE". Once
again we thank those of you who were able to contribute to this
project. As you can see, many hearts have been touched.

Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 14 in the fellowship
room. We always look forward to this meeting which is our "caring and
sharing” meeting. This year we will be making special cards for our
outreach needs with the help of Carrie Weinreich and her
daughter. We invite you to join us at 7pm. Sandy Marzahn will provide
the refreshments.

Hopefully this is the year that you have resolved to recycle more,
share more, care more, smile more. Simple things-big results!

Thought for the month:
"Life is better because you know more, not because you have more"
(Please be sure to check out the other thought inserted in the

Crossbeam)

Submitted by Connie Arnold

February 2012 Crossbeam Page 15



ST. JOHN’S DINING OUT CLUB

We invite you to join us:

WHEN: JANUARY 25 — Wednesday — 6:00 p.m.
WHERE: THE RED LOBSTER

MENU: EQUIVALANT TO OLIVE GARDEN
PRICES: $8.00 AND UP

DIRECTIONS: MCKINLEY MALL — CORNER OF
MILESTRIP & MCKINLEY PKWY.

AND:

WHEN: FEBRUARY 28 — Tuesday — 6:00 p.m.
WHERE: B W’S BARBEQUE

MENU: EQUIVALANT TO GARDENVIEW
PRICES: $8.00 AND UP

DIRECTIONS: 5007 LAKE AVE. BLASDELL
Just West of Abbott Rd.

WE CAR POOL FROM CHURCH AT 5:30 p.m.

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE DUE TO THE SIZE OF OUR GROUP.
PLEASE BE SURE TO SIGN UP ON THE POSTER IN THE KITCHEN.

RESTAURANT REVIEW:

Tony Rome’s: 25 of us dined in the Library. All had a good time. The food was good,
the scallops were huge and the desserts were the envy of those who didn’t have any.
The wait staff was friendly and accommodating...almost like being home.

How will we choose the next restaurant? We now have a list of prospective
restaurants and, at each dinner, everyone places an “X” next to their choice. The
restaurant with the most “X’s is the one we dine at next.

During the nice weather, we will try those restaurants farther away and during the winter
months, we will stay closer to home. Here is your chance to try new restaurants, visit
your old favorites, meet new people and enjoy good company. All members of St. John’s,
your family and friends are welcome.
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Sunday Church School

We ended the Sunday School year with a great Christmas
program presented by our kids on December 18. We were
a little restricted for space but we are all looking forward to
next year’s program which can be bigger and better as it
will be presented in our new church. Thanks to Kathy
Moody and her helpers for their work this year. Thanks to
our music department for helping to prepare the children.

Our next teacher/staff meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
February 5 at 9:00 a.m. We will be discussing the
dedication of our new building on February 12 and tying up
the loose ends as far as the Sunday School participation is
concerned.

Sunday School offering envelopes for 2012 were
distributed. If your child has not received theirs please see
the teacher. PLEASE do not use 2011 envelopes. They
should be destroyed.

As of the date of this writing, the Sunday School’s
participation in the dedication has not been finalized.
Watch for notices your child will bring home and the church
bulletin for how they will be involved.

Dates to remember:

Teacher/Staff Meeting  February 5
Dedication February 12

Submitted by Danese Dick
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Campbell s Labels for Education

Preschool is collecti
for Education to help fund their activities.
The collection container is also located in
the parish hall foyer.

The Labels for Education program is
proud to welcome Post Cereal! Now, there
are over 2,300 participating Labels for
Education product s. I
to reach your school 6
earn free resources like basketballs,
computers or musical instruments!

Perpetual Fundraising Activity

Sunday School 6s Penr
Heaven Jug is on the kitchen
window counter. Remember
these pennies will be used for
the construction of our new
1 h0) S church building. Your support
is appreciated.

PENNIES

From Heaven

Capri Sun Drinks

Help St. John’s Preschool save our landfills!! Capri Sun has a program
that will pay us for recycling empty drink pouches. For each pouch we
collect, we will be paid $0.02. The more you drink, the more you help
the environment, the more cash the school earns. Here is how you can
help:

1. Purchase Capri Sun water or juice drinks pouches

2. Finish your drink

3. Remove the straw

4. Bring the empty pouch to school

There is no need to wash the pouch!! The company does that when we
return them.

The empty pouches are then turned into bags, folders and pencil cases.
Please help support our efforts in recycling!!
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Festivals and Commemorations
February

2 Presentation of our Lord

3 Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg, missionary to Denmark and
Sweden, 865

5 The Martyrs of Japan, 1597

14 Cyril, monk, 869; Methodius, bishop, 885; missionaries
to the Slavs

18 Matrtin Luther, renewer of the church, 1546

23 Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, martyr, 156

25 Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, 1921

“My whole Family’s giving up something
for Lent. Mom’s giving up cookies, Dad’s
giving up cake, and {’m giving up squash.”
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Worship & Music

November attendance averaged 153, December - 159 per weekend services, Blue
Christmas services - 18, Christmas Eve services - 402, Christmas Day — 18, New Year's
Eve - 20 and New Year's Day - 56. Hopefully we met your needs during this holiday
season.

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

ASH WEDNESDAY: 2/22 -11:00 a.m. followed by a pot luck luncheon and 7:30 p.m.
LENTEN JOURNEY: 2/29 at 7:30 p.m. We are hosting the first service this year as they
all want to see our new church! Queen of Heaven’s newest priest will be preaching and
there will be refreshments after worship. If you are able to donate goodies for this, please
contact any member of the Worship & Music Committee.

Our thanks go out to the Monday Morning Work Crew and all who decorated the church
for Christmas.

All of our Christmas services were well attended with the 11:00 p.m. service the largest.
The half hour of special music before the service must have appealed to many as you
came early to hear the various musical selections. Many of you have asked who did what
SO...

“O Holy Night” - Nick Barnhard, Joe Brady, Maureen Gensler, Jon Grauer, “Hark! The
Herald Angels Sing” — Kirsten Brady, “What Child is This?” — Amanda Altman, Samantha
Godus, “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” — Nick Barnhard, Ryan McMahon, “Twas in the
Moon of Wintertime” — St. John’s Band, “Do You Hear What | Hear?” — Nick Barnhard,
Justin Blanch, Rick Blanch, Joe Brady, “Guard Him, Joseph” — St. John’s Band, Adult
Choir. During the Offering, Amanda Altman & Samantha Godus played “Cantique de
Noel”.

A few members of the Adult Choir sang for the 7:00 p.m. service, sang the anthem and
prior to the service, Jon and Maureen sang “O Holy Night”.

The Cherub Choir sang before the 4:00 p.m. worship followed by the Youth Choir. During
the Offering the Youth Choir, Allison Kotowski and Hannah Edman sang again and
Hannah played “Jingle Bells” on her violin.

We thank all who shared their talents, adding to the joy and awe of this special day.
Hopefully, next year we will have more special music at 4:00 and 7:00.

Carrie Weinreich has resigned as Preaching Deacon and Visiting Nurse. We thank her
for sharing her time and talents with us for so many years.

Donna Wassel is taking a break from preparing and running the Power at 8:30 worship
and Maureen Gensler is replacing her. Thank you ladies.

We are looking for someone to take over training and scheduling our Acolytes &
Crucifers. Renee Then has the schedule made out through June. If you are interested in
being a part of this ministry, please contact Carolly Huth.

Dawn Corless will be coordinating our bread baking for Communion. Please
see her if you are interested in being a part of this ministry.

Our next meeting is Wednesday, February 1 at 7:00 p.m. We hold an open meeting and
all are welcome to join us.

Carolly Huth, Chairman

February 2012 Crossbeam Page 20



Confirmation Class

In Confirmation class, we have studied the Book of Genesis and the
story of Joseph, the son of Jacob. Joseph was the favorite son of
Jacob and for this reason was given a very rich and colorful fur coat to
wear. His brothers became jealous and angry at him. They sold him as
a slave to Egypt. While there, he was able to interpret a dream of the
Pharaoh, which revealed there would be seven years of abundance
followed by seven years of famine. Because of this, the Pharaoh made
Joseph very powerful. When the dream came true and other nations
were without food, Joseph’s father told his brothers to go to the market
in Egypt to get buy some grain. Joseph’s brothers went off to Egypt
and asked to buy food from a man they did not recognize as their
brother. However, Joseph knew who they were. He gave them food
and secretly gave them back their money. One thing he wanted was to
test them, seeing if they had changed. He asked that they give their
youngest brother Benjamin to him to keep as a trust offering. So when
they returned a while later to get more food, they brought their brother
Benjamin. When they left to go home, Joseph put a silver cup in
Benjamin’s bag and accused him of stealing it. He wanted to see if the
brothers would stick up for Benjamin and they did. Joseph forgave his
brothers and said to them, what you meant for evil, God had meant for
good. They lived for many years together in Egypt.

By Steven Graap Jr.

Mrs. Mudd’s 8" grade Confirmation Class
Angel Moody

Question: Why did Joseph take Mary and baby Jesus to Egypt? What
prophet foretold this?

Joseph took Mary and the baby Jesus out of Egypt because of Herod’s
orders.

Herod ordered any baby boys under the age of 2 to be Kkilled.

Joseph led his family to safety.

The prophet that foretold this was Hosea.
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Confirmation Class

Rachael Ruhland 12/16/11

Christmas Question 1:

How far was Nazareth from Bethlehem? Where is Nazareth? Where is
Bethlehem? What is the climate in these cities?

Answer:

Nazareth was located located in the province of Galilee and was a
secluded village within a basin. Surrounding the village were the
Nazareth limestone hills.The climate of Nazareth is usually dry, but it
does experience a short period of rain. It is usually hot and humid.
Bethlehem was on a limestone ridge in Judah's Hill Country. It was
approximately five miles south of Jerusalem. Bethlehem had
Mediterranean weather. This meant that the city experienced hot
summers and cold winters. The distance between these two cities was
approximately 70 miles.

Holly Barth
What city was called the City of David?

The City of David could also be known as either Bethlehem or
Jerusalem. This is because that is where David was born and spent
the early years of his life. David was a very important part of this city.

Who was David?

David was mostly known as King David. He was a very
significant part in Jesus’ life. David was the first Renaissance man. He
was also a brave shepherd. He did anything to protect the sheep. He
was then a warrior. A fearless warrior that was wise. He began writing
psalms. Then he became King of Israel.

What is a manger?
A manger is a long open box or trough for horses or cattle to eat from.

Where would a manger be located?
A manger would be located in a cave, inn, or house.

What would an inn be like in Biblical times?

An inn in Biblical times would have rock walls, doors made of wood,
and holes in the rocks for windows. The rocks would not correspond
with each other. They would be different shapes and sizes.

- Sam Corless
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Confirmation Class

In our last four weeks of class, we watched a play of Joseph, the son of
Jacob, after we learned about him. Throughout the course of the last
two weeks we worked on Christmas questions. (You can see our
Christmas questions and answers to our Christmas questions in this
issue of the Crossbeam.) On our last day of class, before we went to
our Christmas and News Years break, we watched a Disney movie on
the birth of Jesus. We also looked at two Christmas songs. One of the
songs was about Joseph and the other song was about Mary (The
parents of Jesus.)

- Sam Corless

WHO WAS EMPEROR CAESAR AUGUSTUS?

Caesar Augustus, the First Roman Emperor, was related to Julius Caesar.
When Julius Caesar was murdered, his documents revealed that Augustus
would be chosen to become Caesar. Those who were political enemies of
Augustus made the mistake of underestimating him because of his age.

He was responsible for putting a stop to the civil wars that had engulfed the
country for many years. He ruled for nearly 40 years.

Most historians consider Augustus to be the last great leader of Rome. He is
numbered among the gods of Rome. After his rule ended, the Empire began to
decline rapidly.

One of the most interesting things about Augustus is that he gave the outward
appearance of a republic. In reality, his rule was autocratic and he liked to make
decisions on his own. Despite this, he did a number of notable things which
brought peace and stability to Rome.

Interesting facts about Augustus Caesar
In appearance Augustus was of middle stature, and his eyes were extremely
brilliant.

Augustus Caesar was a good writer and his chosen friends were poets,
historians, and scholars.

His third wife, Livia, was believed to have murdered many of the family to
ensure that her son would rule after the death of Augustus Caesar. Her son was
proclaimed the accession of his successor. The first event of this new reign was
the assassination of the grandson of Augustus, and, according to the modern
rule of descent, the proper heir to the throne. It was also believed this Livia
even hastened the death of Augustus with poison. Augustus died at 76 years
old.

by Jaret Stankowski
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Confirmation Class

Alex Blanch

Describe the occupation of a shepherd. What was their “social
standing” in Jesus’ time?

Shepherds played an important role in Jesus’ time. Shepherds’
main jobs were to tend, feed, and guard flocks of sheep. In John 10:11-
13, Jesus says “l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. The hired hand is not the shepherd and
does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock
and scatters it. The man runs away because he is a hired hand and
cares nothing for the sheep.” Therefore, Jesus believed that a good
and true shepherd would lay down his life for the sheep instead of
fleeing in fear. Shepherds had the same social standings as tax
collectors in Jesus’ time. In conclusion, shepherds were a substantial
part of life in Jesus’ time and still are today.

Describe King Herod - what was he like? (The Herod at Jesus' birth -
there were others).

King Herod was a Roman King who was a sole ruler of Judea. He was
also known as "Herod the Great" for being known as a great

builder. But he was better known as a mad man and a tyrant who
executed many of his own family members, including his own wife and
two sons.

Just after Jesus' birth, the wisemen from the East were looking for
Jesus who was just born and Herod told them to go find where the star
had appeared and tell him so that he could pay homage to Jesus. He
really wanted to find Jesus and destroy him because he feared that
Jesus would become the King. The wise men did not return as they
were warned by an angel in a dream, and Herod became angry. He
ordered that every living child under the age of 2 was to be put to death
in Bethlehem.

by Steven Graap Jr.
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Esther Altar Guild

Hooray! It's February and time to move into our new church. As everyone is
excited about the dedication and worshiping in our new church, the altar guild
members are anxious to get settled in our new room.

Our next meeting is February 19th at 9:45 am and we hope to see all our
members present to hear and learn about our new room.

When | submitted the December article, it was prior to our visit to Mitchell’s
Poinsettia Greenhouses in Alden. For those of us who attended we had a great
tour. Mr. Mitchell was very welcoming and informative. We were amazed with
the quantity and varieties that they produce and sell. (i.e., water your poinsettias
from a dish on the bottom, not from the top.)

The guild wants to thank everyone who purchased poinsettias this Christmas.
As always, it adds to the beauty of our worship space and to the glory of Jesus’
birth.

Remember our next meeting

February 19th

Hostesses—Joyce Brown & Maxine Steiner

February altar—Sharon Tyler & Arlene Semlitsch

“You will never get a busy signal on the prayer line to heaven.”
Submitted by Nancy Weber

Members Please Save
2012 Altar and Hostess Schedule

Altar
January—Karen M. & Kathy M.
February—Sharon T. & Arlene S.
March—Erma F. & Jean S.
April—Connie & Charlie A.
May—Danese D. & Joyce B.
June—Shirley J. & Janet M.
July—Maxine S. & Joyce B.
August—Sandy H. & Nancy S.
September—Connie A. & Rhonda D.
October—Sylvia D. & Barbara K.
November = Nancy W. & LouAnn W.
December—Connie & Charlie A.

Hostesses
February 19th—Joyce B. & Maxine S.
June 10th—Erma F. & Danese D.
September 16th—Arlene S. & Sharon T.
November 18th—Shirley J. & Janet M.
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ADULT GROUP FELLOWSHIP

Invites you to join us:

FEBRUARY 5: Valentine’s Dinner -Italian Village
Restaurant - 1:00 p.m.

CHOICES: Chicken alaKing -$15.25
Sirloin Filet - $19.00
Veal Marsala - $ 16.50
Vegitarian - $ 15.25

Please make your checks payable to: Jean Stankowski
Reservation deadline is: January 29.

PLEASE MEET AT THE RESTARUANT - on Wehrle Dr.
just east of Union Rd.

Future Activities:

MARCH 10: Pot Luck Dinner &
Planning Meeting — 6:00 p.m.

APRIL 14: Museums - Corning, NY

Look for a sign-up poster for each event in the Kitchen.
Some activities may require pre-payment in order to receive
group rates or the venues may need to know how many
people are attending. We car pool to all activities
scheduled off premises but you can meet us there if it is
more convenient for you.

As always, our activities are open to all adults, young and
old, singles and couples in our congregation. Your family
and friends are always welcome and, if you feel your
children are old enough to enjoy the activities we plan,
please bring them with you.
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Changes Comih

Everyone experiences changes in life.
Sometimes they make us happy - sometimes not!
What does the Bible say about this? {72

-t

Find Ecclesiastes 3:1 below. i
Change some letters - then read the verse.

%g‘{ Wﬁiﬂ Change: W's to N's

L'stoT's Z'sto O's

;;-f:.9 7 JstoEs PstoHs

K Jt QstoPs XstoR’s
i

K's to S's B's to As

Answer on page 13.

February 2012 Crossbeam Page 27



INDEX

Adult Group Fellowship
Altar Guild

Book Club

Choir

Confirmation Class
Dedication

Dining Out Club
Festivals and Commemorations
Food Pantry
Fundraising

Kid’s Church

Ladies Aid

LCLC

Lent

Lost and Found
Mission Message
News from the Pews
Pastor John’s Jots
Sunday Church School
WELCA

Worship & Music

February 2012 Crossbeam

26

25

21-24

2

16

19

10

3,10, 13, 18

13

12

6

4

11

14

17

15

20

Page 28



