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―I pray that you may know the love of Christ… so that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God.‖  Ephesians 3:19 
 
As we continue our plans to build a new building as our 
worship center, I have reflected in my newsletter articles 
about how Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is helpful.  In a 
city (Ephesus) that contained a monumental temple 
dedicated to the goddess Artemis Paul writes to the 
humble Christian community with suggestions about how 
to build.  Rather that just a building, Paul writes that love 
is the essential quality for the Christian community.  
Furthermore, he describes how we are a community 
without walls.  We try to prevent any barrier of fear or 
mistrust or prejudice keep us from welcoming all people 
as brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
In the verse quoted above, St. Paul invites us to share 
wonderment and awe in our graceful God.  The truly 
wondrous and infinitely immeasurable love of God in 
Christ is our great treasure.   The life and growth of the 
church flows from the mystery of this amazing grace for 
sinners like you and me.  In Christ we together build 
beyond anything human hands can construct, we build 
beyond measure. 
 
 
 
Peace, Pastor John 

pastor John’s Jots 

Building Beyond Measure 
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Congregational Meeting 
 
A congregational meeting will convene on Sunday, May 
16 following the 11:00 a.m. worship service.  The 
meeting should begin at approximately 12:30 p.m.  The 
purpose of the meeting will be to vote on the location for 
the new build of our worship center and to approve the 
construction company hired to do the work. 
 
The options for the location of the new build are to do so 
off the narthex or lobby on the footprint of the old church 
building or out in the courtyard from the Parish Hall.  The 
recommendation of the Church Council is to hire Lehigh 
Construction Company. 
 
The meeting will take place on Consecration Sunday, the 
event that concludes the five-week time of prayer, study 
and sharing to prepare us for our commitment for the 
new build. 
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Lutheran Charities Campaign Starting April 
25th  

Our Lutheran Charities campaign is scheduled for 
April 25 th till May 16th. We will bringing in Lutheran 
Charities speakers as we have done last year to 
create awareness for our incredible program. 
Envelopes can be found in your yearly offering boxes. 
 

CAPITAL FUND CAMPAIGN MAILINGS 
 

During the next five weeks, the Capital Fund 
Campaign Communication Committee will be 
sending you various informational mailings.  In an 
effort to save on postage, we will have these 
available for you to pick up before and after 
worship on Saturday and Sunday.  Those that are 
not picked up will be mailed on Monday.  The 
mailings will be one per household. 
 
Please help us save $$ for the Building Fund by 
picking up your envelope at the table in the 
Narthex.  We would appreciate your help in 
delivering envelopes to other family members 
and/or neighbors. 
 
Jon Grauer 
Chairman 
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Fundraising for our new Church 
 
We are currently collecting bottle return receipts. Please 
place them in the box in the narthex. 
 

Future Fundraising Events 

 
April-October 

―Memories to Cherish, Dreams to Share‖ Cookbook—gather 
recipes from the congregation 

 
May 

Delta Sonic ticket sale 
 

June 

6/11 & 6/12—garage sale, hot dog roast 
 

July 

7/21—Roast Beef dinner with the Town Band 
 

October 
10/23—Oktoberfest with the Ostlanders 

―Books for Building‖ book sale 
 

December 

12/7—Strike the Rock Christmas Concert at First 
Presbyterian 

Fox Equipment Corp 
2041 Union Road 

668-2666 

 
Lawnmower and snow blower parts: filters, belts, 
blades, tires and tubes 
 
From May 1-10, Fox Equipment will donate 10% of 
your purchase to St. John’s Building Fund 
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CLASSIC CARS &  
TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE 

Saturday, May 8, 2010 
Car pool from St. John’s @ 1:45 p.m. 

The Buffalo Transportation 

 PIERCE  ARROW  
MUSEUM 
           263 Michigan Avenue 
              Buffalo, NY  14203 
                2:15 – 4:00 p.m. 
         Cost:  
     Adults:      $7.00 
     Seniors:    $6.00 
     Children   6 – 17:  $3.00 

CHEF’S  RESTAURANT 
 291 Seneca Street 
 Buffalo, NY  14204 
 Dinner @ 4:15 p.m. 

Dinner Reservations limited to 20!!! 
Call George or Nancy Kessler @ 674-

7950 
to reserve your dinner seating 

  ADULT GROUP FELLOWSHIP 

http://www.ilovechefs.com/index.php
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St. John’s Book Club Schedule  -  2010 

DATE SELECTED 

READING 

DISCUSSIO

N LEADER 

REFRESHMENTS 

COORDINATOR 

LOCATION 

May 25 

@7:00 
pm 

“The Shack” 

By William P. 
Young 

  

Nancy 
Wright 

  

Jeanne Schuler 

  

St. John’s 
Fellowship Room 

June 22 

@7:00 
pm 

“Three Cups 

of Tea” 
By Greg 

Mortenson 

  

Pat Lipka 

  

Carrie Weinreich 

  

St. John’s 
Fellowship Room 

Summer 

Picnic? 
Time ??

? 

“Same Kind 

of Different 
as Me” 

By Ron Hall 

    

Pat Lipka 

  

The Lipka’s 

Sept 28 

@7:00 
pm 

“The Red 

Tent” 
By Anita 
Diamant 

      

St. John’s 
Fellowship Room 

Oct 26 

@7:00 
pm 

        

St. John’s 
Fellowship Room 
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Building Update 
 

BUILDING FUND UPDATE / CLARIFICATION  

 

In an effort to simplify terminology, the Church Council at 

a special meeting held on April 13th approved the 

adoption of one term when speaking about the R&R 

Building Fund and the Bricks & Mortar Fund for the new 

building, such that effective April 1st, all donations will 

now be classified for the "Building Fund". You can 

continue to use the monthly envelopes found in your 

offering box that go by the name Building Fund, or note 

such name on checks put in the collection plates. The 

Building Fund account is dedicated to meet the expenses 

incurred in connection with the salary for the project 

manager, any and all prep work, planning, demolition, 

and site work and building of the new church. (Ongoing 

maintenance expenses incurred for the existing parish 

hall and education building are covered as a budgeted 

line item under the church's operating checking account.) 

Any questions, please see me. 

 

In Christ, Michael Woodard, Treasurer 
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―Thank you to everyone for their beautiful cards, thoughts 
and prayers during my recovery. A special thank you to 
Pastor John for his visits to the hospital and home. In 
God’s Peace, Pat Lipka‖ 
 
―Dear Pastor John and People of St. John’s Lutheran, 
 
I would like to thank you for all your prayers and support 
you have given for my father, Jack Hartman and our 

family.  My father has always had a special place in his 
heart for St. John’s and now I know why.  Please extend 
our thanks and gratitude to all the parishioners who 
continue to pray for my father and who have sent such 
beautiful cards.  Also, I would like to thank all involved in 
knitting the beautiful prayer shawls.  We are 
overwhelmed by the kindness of your parishioners during 
this difficult time.  We continue to pray for my fathers’ 
recovery.  May God bless you and your faithful 
parishioners at St. John’s. 
 
Love, Cindy Paladino” 

Heartfelt Thanks 

Band schedule for the summer: 

 

6/6 and 6/27 

  

7/11 and 7/25 

  

8/8 and 8/22 

  

9/12 
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
              3512 Clinton Street 

          Buffalo, New York  14224 

 

Needs Your Help 

 The congregation of St. John’s was started in 1864 and 
has been an important part of the Gardenville community of 
West Seneca ever since.  Early 2009 it was discovered that the 
current church building that was built in 1913 was not 
structurally sound and should no longer be used for worship.  
The Parish (Fellowship) Hall is currently being used for 
services.  A decision was made in May 2009 by the 
congregation to build a new church.  This project is expected to 
exceed $1,000,000.  
 

 St. John’s web store is an affiliate of the well known 
Internet store Amazon.com.  If you have ever shopped at 
Amazon.com, you are already familiar with the wide range of 
products they offer.  For every dollar you spend at the store, 
St. John’s will receive a commission of 4-15%.  The 
percentage earned each month increases as the number of 
orders increases.  This money will totally be used to support 
the building of a new Church structure for St. John’s. 

 

How can you help? 

 You can help by using the St. John’s Web store for many of 
your regular day-to-day purchases, especially during the approaching 
Christmas Season.  Consider supporting this project by visiting the 
store today.  You can access the store through the St. John’s website:
     
   www.saintjohnsws.org 
        ǘƘŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ²Ŝō {ǘƻǊŜέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴǳ   

Additional information is also available on the website. 
 

Thank you for your support!  
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TREASURER'S UPDATE as of March 31, 2010: 
 

The deficit continues to grow! The Church checkbook 
finished the month of March at an alarming deficit of 
$(7,300), which was $1,400 worse than the February 
deficit of $(5,900). Measures have been implemented 

effective April 1st through June 30th to control expenses, 
including (i) all church staff taking a 10% pay cut, (ii) 

SYNOD commitment limited to a strict 10% of income 
and (iii) no $1,000 contribution to the Youth Group's tri-
annual National Gathering this year. All expense cuts 
tied together could save as much as $4,000. From an 

income perspective, through the first nine months of the 
church's fiscal year as of 3/31/2010, Budgeted Income is 

down on a year-to-year comparison by $2,300, 
substantially all in the Weekly Envelopes category. At the 
same time, attendance is on the rise. We need to rely on 

everyone's dedication to the Church's ongoing 
operations going forward, through faithful weekly and 

monthly contributions, as we try to turn the deficit 
 around to a break-even or positive level by the June 30, 

2010 fiscal year-end.  
 

In Christ, Michael Woodard, Treasurer 
 

New Members 

 

With thanksgiving to God, we welcome LuAnn Wendt 

who with her children renews her membership at St. 

John's.  Welcome LuAnn, Chelsea Grant, Logan and 

Sky. 
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Crossbeam Deadline 
 

Articles for the June issue of the Crossbeam are due by  
May 9th

. Please e-mail your articles to Sue Koeppel 

(skoeppel@roadrunner.com) or leave them in the 
Crossbeam mailbox outside of the church office. 
Electronic articles are preferred, if at all possible. 

Family Promise Ministry 
 

In attendance were:  Bob Beuler, Janet Hender, Sandy 
Gordon, Ron Wirth, Maureen Gensler, Julie Kajawa and Rick 
Lipka. 
Our discussions covered the following topics: 
1.  September as being the start up date for the Ministry to 
begin.  We will try to schedule most of our weeks to be a Host 
site while the nursery school is closed (vacations). No one 
except volunteers will be expected to clean up after the 
families. All Dept of Health regulations will be followed.  
2.  The churches our committee members would and have 
contacted as possible support churches to St. John's the weeks 
we host.  These support churches would help with volunteers, 
supplies, dinners, etc. 
3.  Julie's Meal Chart was reviewed. 
4.  The volunteer chart Bob will work on for our next meeting 
was discussed. 
5.  Ron will be checking the web sites for list of local churches.   
6.  Ron Wirth will be the Coordinator of Donations.  This would 
include all financial donations as well as furniture donations 
when and if needed for families once they find permanent 
housing. 
 
Our next meeting will be May 12, 2010 @ 7:30. 
 

Submitted by Sandy Gordon 
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Campbell’s Labels for 
Education 

 
Preschool is collecting 
Campbell’s Labels for 
Education to help fund their 
activities. A list of 
participating items is available 
in the parish hall foyer. The 
collection container is also 
located in the parish hall 
foyer. 

Hands and Hearts Knitting Ministry 

       Its been a quiet month here at knitting to paraphrase a famous 

radio personality. Our members sometimes have to chose between 

Lenten journey or knitting and the Lord usually wins which is as it 

should be. Besides Spring is when even the most avid knitter's 

thoughts turn from the soft colorful yarns that kept our spirits up all 

the dull, drab  Winter to soft rich earth waiting to produce the colorful 

blooms that will glorify our Summer months and that also is as it 

should be. 

       We continue to complete items to sell for the church building fund 

and have nearly a full tote of warm woolie wonders. 

       On a last note we have realized that after so many years and so 

many Prayer Shawls we cannot remember who we gifted with them. 

As a result there with be a sheet on the inside door of the yarn 

cabinet in the double Confirmation room on the first floor of the 

Education building. This way we can not only see who received  one 

but it will make it easier to know who still needs our shawls and our 

prayers. 

       Thank you all so much for your continued support of our ministry. 

 

Submitted by Linda Wetzler 
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Festivals and Commemorations 
 

May 
 
1 Philip and James, Apostles 
2 Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, 373 
4 Monica, mother of Augustine, 387 
8 Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, c. 1416 
9 Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the 
church, hymnwriter, 1760 
14 Matthias, Apostle 
18 Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, 1160 
21 Helena, mother of Constantine, c. 330 
24 Nicolas Copernicus, 1543; Leonhard Euler, 1783; 

scientists 
27 Jon Calvin, renewer of the church, 1564 
29 Jiri Tranovsky, hymnwriter, 1637 
31 Visit of Mary to Elizabeth 

Fundraising News 
 
Book Sale—October 

 
Do you have books, CDs and records that you are 
storing and have been wanting to get rid of? The 
fundraising committee is collecting these for a book 
sale. Any books will be accepted: children's, young 
adults, romance mystery, history, religious, etc. Now is 
the time to clean out and donate items. Please leave 
items outside the boiler room in the Education Building. 
 
Garage Sale—June 11 and 12 

8’ table $15, extra 8‖ space $10 each 
Crafters are also welcome 
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LOST & FOUND 
 
Items can be found in the cupboard under the windows in 
the Narthex (Parish Hall entrance off the parking lot).  

Look for the salmon sign on the door. 

 

STILL LOOKING FOR THE 
OWNERS OF: 

 
JEWELRY:  - pierced earring, silver hoop 

        pierced earring, silver with two rings 
and turquoise stone 
        pierced earring, dangle with pearl & 
pink stone 
        silver backing for a lapel pin 

    
Electronic Blue Tooth – phone accessory found in 

the Ed. Bldg. parking lot on 1/10.  It can be picked up in 
the church office. 
 
 
Any items left behind in our complex will be placed in the 
cupboard for a reasonable length of time.  Unclaimed 
items will be donated to charities or thrown out. 
 
Valuable items are NOT left in the cupboard.  Please call 
the church office or Carolly Huth  at 826-0506. 
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Farm Fresh Eggs 
 
The Lang’s chickens are now laying free range, organic 
eggs in sizes from medium to jumbo. 
 
25¢ from each egg sale will go to the church. 
 
Please see Brad or Jeanne before or after church or call 
716-725-8199.  

There are Large 
Print Hymnals and 
Hearing Devices 
available at all 

worship services. 
Please ask an 

usher for 
assistance. 

FREE TO ANYONE WHO  CAN USE 

AN ACCU-CHECK ADVANTAGE 

DIABETIES MONITORING 

KIT.   SEE CAROLLY HUTH OR CALL 826 -

0506.   
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News From the Pews 
 

In The Hospital 
Jack Hartman 
Dick Stover 
Nancy Kessler 
 
Baptism 
4/11—Kylie Zinermon, daughter of Kirk and Tracy 
Zinermon 
 
Funeral 
4/12—Norman Dick 
 

 

Food Barrel for WS Food Pantry 
 

The food pantry has moved to the parish house of St. 
David’s Episcopal Church near Southgate Plaza. 
 
Items needed for May are all types of pasta (especially 
spaghetti and mac and cheese), spaghetti sauce, canned 
corn, juice, and powdered drink mixes (Kool Aid). 
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Self Employed Talents 
 
WOODARDS INSTANT TAX SERVICE – Personal and 

Small Business Tax Returns,  Quickbooks accounting, 
estimated tax payments, checkbook reconciliation, 
budgeting, and payroll services. 675-2829 
 
WOODARDS LANDSCAPING – Outdoor landscaping 
design, installation and maintenance, plus lawncare, tree 
and shrub removal and gardening. Deck and fence 
staining/painting services as well.  684-6242 

 
Ronald Braun—Chiropractor 
Lancaster      706-0600 
 
Babysitter 
Amanda Wolf, 15 years old 668-8531 
 
Cindy Godus—vocal work for weddings or other 
events 
677-6620 
 
Sandy Huenniger—sewing, housecleaning, laundry, 
personal care, grocery shopping and errands  668-5075 

 
 
Additions are always welcome. Please leave them in the 
Crossbeam mailbox or email to 
skoeppel@roadrunner.com. 



May 2010 Crossbeam                                  Page  18 

Worship & Music 
 

MAY 2:  Bishop Jerge will be visiting with us, preaching at 

both services and leading the Adult Forum.  Here is a chance 
for you to ask questions of the Bishop.  Coffee and Kuchen 
will be served.  Join us, won’t you? 
 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 5/23 11:00 a. m. – our 2nd year 
Confirmation students will be confirmed.  Red is the color for 
the day!  Please come and support these young people who 
begin their adult membership at St. John’s and, if it so moves 
you, please wear red! 
 
JUNE 6 SUMMER SCHEDULE BEGINS:  mark your 

calendars!  In the past, we have started our summer schedule 
the Sunday after Pentecost but that date changes every year.  
After discussion, our Committee felt it would be more sensible 
to start the first Sunday in June as SCS ends the end of May 
and  families begin planning vacations, parties for graduation, 
etc. 
 
Our committee is considering adding an 8:00 a.m. Service of 
the Word (similar to our Saturday night worship) on Sundays 
during the summer for those who like to get up early and get a 
head start on their day.  If you are interested in such a service, 
please speak with Pastor, Carolly Huth or any member of our 
committee:  Frank Acker, Sylvia Delaney, Danese Dick, Cindy 
Godus, Jon Grauer, Sue Koeppel, Marilyn or Ray Lang, Karen 
Maier, Karen Rothenberger, Renee Then, Nancy Weber. 
 
During June, July and August our Band will be playing on the 
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month except in June when they 
will play the 1st Sunday.  The Band will play on the 2nd. Sunday 
in September.  Some of the Band members will be traveling 
on the holiday weekends so a change in schedule was 
necessary.  As always, the calendar in the Crossbeam will 
reflect these changes. 

 
 

Continued on page 19. 
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Worship & Music, continued 
 

 
LENTEN JOURNEY:  Thank you to all who baked/brought 

goodies for the refreshments served after worship and to those 
of you who helped set up and clean up.  Judging by the smiles 
on their faces, our neighbors from other churches had a good 
time. 
 
PALM SUNDAY:  Yes, we hear you.  It would have been nice 
to sing ―The Palms‖ as we raised the large palms we carried 
but…believe me we did discuss this and will be singing ―The 
Palms‖ next year as our gathering hymn. 
 
HOLY THURSDAY, GOOD FRIDAY, EASTER VIGIL:  were 

not as well attended as we hoped.  We need a time to reflect 
on Jesus’ last days here on earth and these three services take 
us from the triumphant entry into Jerusalem to the celebration 
of the risen Christ on Easter Sunday!  Sorry you missed it.   
 
EASTER SUNDAY:  so many of you asked me how many 

people attended the 9:30 a.m. worship.  The answer?  204!  
Yes, it was a full house.  Total attendance for the day was 383. 
 
VOLUNTEERS:  we can always use more Ushers, Greeters, 

Acolytes, Crucifers, Assisting Ministers.  If you would like to 
share your talents in this way, please see Pastor or me.  
 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, May 5, at 7:30 p.m.    WE 
HOLD AN OPEN MEETING AND ALL ARE WELCOME. 

 
 
Carolly Huth 
Chairman 
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In conformation we learned that God used the ten plagues to help 

the slaves and the Hebrews escape from Egypt. When nothing 

seemed to stop the pharaohs rule over them the final plague 

( death of the first son)killed the pharaohs son the pharaoh went 

after Moses. Moses parted the red sea and led all his people to 

safety and freedom The sea went back to the way it was killing 

many of the pharaohs people. 

      We also learned that when God was telling Moses the Ten 

commandments on Mount Sinai, Moses people felt abandoned and 

melted all their gold into a gold calf. They then started to worship it 

like a god. The people whom worshiped this gold calf never made it 

to the promise land. 

       This is what I have been learning in Conformation. 

Kyle Bork 

First Year Confirmation 

Hi, my name is Amanda Copece and we have learned 
about the prophet of Daniel in conformation class. 

The life of the prophet Daniel is recorded in the book that 
shares his name. Daniel means "God is my judge." There is not 
much know about the early years of his life, but he appears to have 
been of the upper class, perhaps even from a royal family. It is 
recorded that he was taken to Babylon as a teenager in 605 B.C.  

He began service to the royal court and abstained from 
unclean food. Three years later, Daniel was brought before the King 
to interpret the King's dream. The king was pleased and made 
Daniel "ruler over the whole province of Babylon" and "chief prefect 
over all the wise men of Babylon". Daniel interpreted another of 
Nebuchadnezzar's dreams.  ͖

"Daniel remained in governmental service through the 
reigns of the kings of Babylon and into the reign of Cyrus of Persia 
after the Persians became the dominant world power. Daniel was 
also a person of deep piety. He is not only characterized by 
prophecies of the distant future but also by a sense of wonder at 
the presence of God. From his youth Daniel was determined to live 
by God's law in a distant land. In moments of crisis, Daniel turned 
first to God in prayer before turning to the affairs of state. His 
enemies even used his regularity at prayer to trap him and turn the 
king against him. But the grace of God protected Daniel. 
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Samantha Godus            
 Prophet Essay 
         
         In the bible, there are sixteen prophets. One of the 
prophets is Jonah. Jonah was called by the Lord to go into 
Nineveh and cry out against it because their wickedness came 
up before God. Jonah ran form the presence of the Lord. He 
found a ship that was sailing to Tarshish in Joppa. God was 
angry with Jonah, so he created a mighty storm. The ships 
crewmembers were throwing cargo into the sea to try to make 
the storm stop. Meanwhile, Jonah was below the deck 
sleeping. The crewmembers knew that it was Jonah the Lord 
was angry with, so Jonah suggested that he be thrown over 
board. There was a whale waiting by to swallow up Jonah. 
Jonah spent three days and three nights in the whale. After 
Jonah prayed, God spoke with the whale and decided to let 
Jonah go. 
  
 Jonah received the word of the Lord for the second 
time. Jonah went to Nineveh and told the people that God was 
going to punish them. The people of Nineveh put on sackcloth 
and turned from their evil ways. When God saw this he 
decided to not punish these people. Jonah was furious with 
God. Jonah felt that he had come to Nineveh for nothing. He 
knew that God wouldn’t punish those people anyways, so he 
felt like he did all of that for nothing. He didn’t, God taught 
Jonah a lesson. The lesson of this story is that sometimes we 
may not want to go God’s way. When we try to go our own 
way, it doesn’t always work out. 

First Year Confirmation 

Puzzle Answers: garden; oak; dawn; 
stars; camel; river; Eden; Adam; 
thunder; insects; owl; night 
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Amanda Altman         
Prophet  Essay 
The Prophet Isaiah 
 Isaiah was a very important prophet of the Lord. He did 
many things such as ministering, writing biographies, and spreading 
God's word.  
 Many people think that he was related to Judah's royal 
family. He belonged to the higher, richer class of Judah. We was 
very well educated. He wrote biographies of King Uzziah and King 
Hezekiah.  
 The Lord came to prophet Isaiah in a way that I found 
interesting. During Isaiah's time, you would have someone else put a 
live piece of coal to your mouth to cleanse you of your sins. One 
day, after he cleansed he heard the words of the Lord. They said 
"Who will go for us? Who will go for the tribune of God?" Isaiah 
replied "Here I am Lord, send me." 
 Isaiah did everything that the Lord asked. He spread the 
word that the Messiah was coming. He ministered for fifty-eight 
years. He also had followers who helped him during his ministering 
times.  
 Isaiah also went to Assyria. He went for three years "naked" 
and without is shoes. This was an example of humility, which is 
lowliness or meekness as told to by the Lord. 
 Isaiah was married at least once. He also had at least two 
children, named Shear-Jashub and Maher-shalal-hash baz.  
 There is not an exact answer to the way Isaiah died. It is 
believed that he was stoned and sawn in half with a wooden saw. 
Hebrews 11:37:" They were stoned, they were sawn in two. . ."  
 Isaiah was a very important prophet. He was the only 
prophet to inform the world that the Messiah was coming! He also 
did other things for the Lord such as ministering and spreading his 
word in Assyria. The prophet Isaiah may have met a tragic end to his 
life, but it was a very productive one.  

First Year Confirmation 
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The Prophet Elijah                           
 by Travis Hicks   March 28, 2010 
 
 
Throughout ancient history, God has used prophets to tell his people 
to turn from their evil ways and turn back to God. 
 
In 1Kings 17, Elijah told Ahab, the ruler of Israel, that there would be 
a drought and that rain would not fall until God spoke through Elijah. 
 
After that, God told Elijah to go to a place called the Wadi Cherith, 
which is a place near the Jordan River.  God also told Elijah to drink 
from the Wadi and that ravens would bring him food.  So he wnt and 
did as God said until the Wade dried up because there was no rain 
in the land. 
 
Then God told Elijah to go stay with a widow during the drought and 
that  she would feed him.  Although there was little food, Elijah, the 
widow and her son lived off what she had for three years.  During 
that time, the widow’s son became ill and died.  Elijah then prayed to 
God and the boy was revived. 
 
After the three years, God sent Elijah back to Ahab and Elijah 
proved that Ahab’s prophets were false and that the God of Israel 
was indeed God.  And the people of Israel again turned from their 
evil ways. 
 
God sent a servant named Elisha to Elijah.  When Elijah knew that 
the end of his life was near, he asked Elisha what he could do for 
him before he was taken from him.  Elisha said that he wanted a 
double portion of Elijah’s spirit.  Elijah said that if Elisha saw him 
taken from him, that it would be granted.  As they were still walking 
and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated them and 
Elijah was taken up into heaven.  Elisha continued Elijah’s work on 
earth. 

First Year Confirmation 
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Women of the ELCA 
 

      We are pleased to invite all who can come, to join us at our 
May 11 meeting at 7:45pm to hear Maureen Gensler tell us 
about her experience in Mexico.  Maureen has much to share 
and we look forward to learning about what she has seen. We 
hope to see then. 
 
    You may recall that last month I mentioned that the groups 
who meet at our church were being asked to donate to 
Lutheran World Relief Health Kits along with the ladies from 
our group.  The response was wonderful and we put together 
over 30 kits which were sent to the collection site in 
Williamsville. Thank you to those friends.  Also, I mentioned 
that if anyone wanted to donate money to help in the shipping 
costs it is always appreciated.  The address for this is: Church 
World Service, 28606 Phillips Street, PO Box 968, Elkhart IN 
46515-0968.  The cost to send one kit is $2.00 and the check 
can be made out to Church World Service. 
  
    I forgot to mention Earth Day in the April issue but I am sure 
that you did not forget to do your part to reduce your carbon 
foot print and be as green as you can every day.   
  
 Thought for the month: 
  
  Lord, help me remember who is really number one. 
 
 Submitted by Connie Arnold 
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Sunday Church School 
 

Our Easter celebrations included ―Kid’s Church‖ at the 9:30 and 
11 am services. Many volunteers helped the children decorate 
the empty cross with beautiful fresh flowers, symbolizing the 
Risen Christ and hearing a lesson on the meaning of Easter. 
We thank all of those helpers. 
Pastor John gave each of the teachers lesson plans that can 
be incorporated into their ―SPLASH‖ program. This is meant to 
include all children in the Capital Funds Campaign for the new 
church building. We have been doing this since early 
November through our ―Pennies from Heaven‖ coin collection.  
A large jug is outside of the SCS office each Sunday-we ask 
the children and all church members to bring their pocket 
change and help fill this jug. It is almost 1/3 full-won’t you help 
add to this collection. 
Another event we are asking everyone to participate in is the 
―CANDY BAR SALE.‖ We are offering prizes to the top sellers 
of SCS. Our children will bring home a note about the sale. 
This will be on-going so as soon as you sell the 40 bars we can 
get you another box to sell to your co-workers, neighbors, 
relatives-we make $20 per box. 
9 am May 2-Teacher’s Meeting-also a visit in the upstairs 
classroom with Bishop Jerge at 10:15 am. 
Our last day and moving up to the next class will be May 23-all 
students go to their present class then when the bell rings at 
10:10 am, you will move to your new grade, meet your new 
teachers and enjoy a snack. 
 
Submitted by Sandy Haase-Co-Superintendent 
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Ladies Aid  
 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday, May 6 at 7:30pm in 
the Fellowship room.  Nancy, Mary, and Phyllis will 
provide the refreshments.  Sandy will update us on what 
has been happening and what we can be doing to help 
raise funds for the new church. 
  
   Please remember our friends who are ill at home or at 
the hospital or rehab or just unable to get out and about. It 
is always a good time to think of them with a card, phone 
call or prayer. 
 
 
Submitted by Connie Arnold 

KID’S CHURCH 
 

What is it?  Here is a chance for parents to listen to Pastor’s sermon without 
worrying if your children are disturbing your fellow members.  We all know 
that some young children find it hard to sit still for an hour.  Jesus said, ―Let 
the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to such belongs the 
kingdom of heaven.‖  Matthew 19:14  RSV 
 
Kid’s Church follows the Children’s Sermon.  A group of volunteers in the 
congregation, under the direction of Ursula VanGorder, take the children to a 
Sunday School room after the Children’s Sermon where they hear scripture 
readings written just for them and enjoy working on an appropriate project.  
They return to church during the Sermon hymn. 
 
This also gives your children a chance to get to know other children in the 
congregation who are not in their Sunday Church School classes.  Kid’s 
Church is just another way of meeting the needs of our people during 
worship. 
 
Many thanks to all who volunteered to staff this program on a rotating basis.  
If you would like to help out, please contact Ursula VanGorder or Nancy 
Kessler. 
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Esther Altar Guild 
  
He is Risen, ALLELUIA! 
What a glorious, wonderful day and how beautiful our 
Easter worship was. Thanks again to EVERYONE who 
purchased Easter plants and also to everyone who 
purchased Sunday bouquets. 
In keeping with our tradition of the last few years, we will 
be selling red geraniums for Pentecost. The plants will 
then be planted around our church property. Watch for 
more details in the bulletins. 
We continue to need members to help with the altar 
duties. Please consider joining us. It really does not 
require much time and many hands make light work. 
Caring for the altar in May is  Danese Dick and helpers. 
Next meeting is June 27th. Arlene S. and Shirley J. are 
hostesses. 
 
Submitted by Nancy Weber, Secretary 
 
Good endings come from prayerful beginnings!! 
 
―My help come from the Lord, who made heaven and 
earth.‖ Psalm 121: 2 
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Parish Nurse 
 

Myths & Facts About Mammography 
 

Myth 
I donôt need a mammogram unless my healthcare professional says I do. 
Fact 

Although most healthcare professionals remember to refer women for 
mammograms, you shouldn’t wait for one to suggest it. The American Cancer 
Society recommends: 

ß Yearly mammograms for women age 40 and older. 

ß Immediate consultation with your doctor if you detect a change in your 
breasts. 

 
Myth 
Iôve had a mammogram so I donôt need another. 
Fact 

Once is not enough. Every woman age 40 or older should have an annual 
mammogram. Depending on how rapidly a tumor grows, mammography can 
detect it as much as two years before a manual exam can. 
 
Myth 
Mammography gives off unsafe levels of radiation. 
Fact 

The radiation given off from modern mammography equipment is considered so 
low that it poses no risk of triggering cancer in healthy cells. 
 
Myth 
I donôt need a mammogram if I donôt have any symptoms or problems. 
Fact 

Mammograms can detect breast cancers when they are very small and long 
before they cause symptoms or problems. 
 

Myth 
Having a mammogram is very painful. 
Fact 

You won’t feel anything when the actual mammogram x-ray is taken. However, in 
order to get a sharper image of your breast, your breast tissue must be flattened 
against a special device. A few women find the flattening uncomfortable, while 
others have no complaints. As suggested earlier; if your breasts get tender around 
the time of your period, schedule your mammogram for another time of month.  
 

Myth 

If a mammogram does detect a problem, itôs too late to do anything about it. 
Fact 
Mammograms can detect most breast cancers very early, giving you more 
treatment options and greater chances of survival. Mammograms could save your 
life! 
 
From ―Women & Breast Health‖, booklet available from the Parish Nurse board 
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The Call to Discipleship 

 
ALTAR GUILD 

 
 

MISSION: The Altar Guild is the ministry of preparing and 
 maintaining the vessels, altar and chancel area before and 
 after worship. 
 
HOW IS THIS DONE: 

ß Members of the Altar Guild set up the church altar for weekly 
church services by preparing the elements for communion and 
Baptism, placing/arranging altar flowers, changing the paraments 
as needed, maintaining the altar linens and candles.   

ß Rose buds are placed on the altar for the births of a baby; altar 
flowers are purchased for weeks that are not sponsored.  

ß Fund raisers are organized to pay for altar linens, communion 
implements, and various other altar needs.  Fund raisers include 
the flower calendar, a Penny sale, the Christmas poinsettia and 
Easter plant sale.  

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP? 

ß Members sign up in a monthly rotation to care for the altar.  You 
prepare the altar for services during the weekends of the month(s) 
you are scheduled.   

ß Typical duties would include preparing for the Sunday morning 8:30 
a.m. service on Saturday evening, and then resetting the altar 
between Sunday services in preparation for the 11 a.m. service.  
Cleanup is also done, after the 11a.m. service.   

ß The time commitment is approximately one hour every weekend 
during the assigned month.  Members are paired in teams, which 
makes the work go quickly.   

ß You can also help by sponsoring flowers on the altar to 
commemorate your loved ones or in honor of a celebration for a 
special day (a sign up sheet is on the bulletin board near the 
double doors off the parking lot foyer.) 

ß New members are always welcome!  Attending meetings is not 
required to serve on the Altar Guild.  You will be scheduled with an 
experienced member(s) to ensure you have support.  

 
MEETINGS: The Altar Guild meets quarterly: September, November, 

 February and June at 9:30 a.m. in the copy room of the 
 educational building. 

 
CONTACT PERSON:     For additional information contact  

Connie Arnold through the church office @668-2152  
or @ 674- 2409 
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ADULT GROUP FELLOWSHIP 
 
Invites you to join us on: 
 
MAY 8:  Pierce Arrow Museum and dinner at Chef’s Restaurant. 
 
     Museum Admission:  Adults $ 7.00, Seniors $ 6.00,  
     Children 6-17 $ 3.00 
                 Hours:  Noon – 4:00 p.m. 
 
     Chef’s Restaurant:  immediately following the tour. 
 
                As always, we will car pool from the church, leaving the 
parking lot at 1:30 or,  if it works better for you, feel free to meet us at 
the museum. 
 
     Please sign your name on the sign up poster.  We need to 
know how many are going to dinner as reservations will be required 
ASAP. 
 
JUNE 19:  Chautauqua Lake Boat Ride followed by dinner at a local 
restaurant. 
 
JULY 17:  Bison’s Baseball game at 7:05 p.m. 
 
AUGUST 14:  Miniature Golf and supper at a local restaurant. 
 
SEPTEMBER 11:  Hershell Carousel Museum. 
 
Watch the Crossbeam for more information as it becomes available. 
 
Look for a poster for each event in the Narthex (parking lot entrance 
to the Parish Hall).  Some activities may require pre-payment in order 
to receive group rates or the venues may need to know how many 
people are attending.  We car pool to all activities scheduled off 
premise 
 
As always, our activities are open to all adults, young and old, singles 
and couples in our congregation.  Your friends and relatives are 
always welcome. 
 
Our contact person is Janet Hender.  See her in church or give her a 
call at 822-0952 if you have any questions. 
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Puzzle answers on page 21. 
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