PASTOR JOHN'S JOTS

Cjag}— Giving Thanks

Thank you, members of St. John’s for the ministry we
accomplish together in the name of our Lord Jesus. In
the time since last Thanksgiving, we have known both
joys and sorrows. Our life together has never been
uneventful. Through all that has happened, you have
exhibited grace, courage and love.

Thanks for that.

Together, we can also remember the goodness of God
in our life together. Thank you Lord! As we look to the
future, we can in all truth say, “Praise God from who all
Blessings Flow.”

Peace, Pastor John Klatt

Notice of Congregational Meeting

The church council has called a meeting of the
congregation set for Sunday, November 15
following the 11:00 a.m. service. The meeting will
begin at approximately 12:15 p.m. The agenda will
concern updates on the progress of our building
campaign. In addition, the church council intends
to have a recommendation for hiring a fundraiser
for our building appeal.
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St. John’s Book Club

Do you like to read books? Do you like
F‘*ﬂ to share and discuss with others the
| contents of books you have read? Then
-, come join a group of like-minded people
Ml interested in starting up a Book Club at
==/ St. John's. If you are interested in
participating please speak to either
Bonnie Klatt or Nancy Kessler. We will
be scheduling a general planning
meeting later this fall to discuss the
details: when, where and how often to
meet, what books to read, who will be
leading the discussion, etc. Come join
us!

Holiday Bazaar & Afternoon of Home Parties
at the Greenfields

Saturday, November 14, 2009
10:00 am-3:00 pm

More than 40 vendors including Tastefully Simple, Home
Interiors, Avon and Tupperware will be there. There will
also be crafts, jewelry, home décor, cookies, candy, quilts
and more. Refreshments will be available. Call 684-8400
for more information.
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St. John’s Web Store Now Available

The St. John’s web store is an affiliate of the well known Internet store
Amazon.com. For every dollar you spend at the store, St. John’s will
receive a commission of 4-15%. This money will totally be used to
support the building of our new Church building. Every one’s support
is needed to assure the debt which will be incurred for the financing of
this project is paid off as soon as possible. You can help by using St.
John’s store for many of your regular day-to-day purchases. We need
your support. If you have ever shopped at Amazon.com, you are already
familiar with the wide range of products they offer. If you haven’t, a
small sample of the variety of products available is: books, movies,
games, digital downloads, computers and office supplies, electronics,
home and garden, groceries, toys, apparel, shoes, sports, outdoors, tools,
and much more.

How to shop at the St. John’s Web Store

Existing customers of Amazon.com or any other web based store are
already familiar with the on-line shopping experience. The next time
you wish to make an on-line purchase, simply go to our store instead of
Amazon.com or whatever other on-line store you usually use to make
your purchases. All John’s products are priced identical to the prices at
Amazon.com, well known as offering some of the lowest prices that can
be found on the Internet.

Never made an on-line purchase before? Give it a try. Purchasing on-
line is safe and secure. The first thing you will see when you enter our
store is a page of featured items. If you are interested in any of the
items, simply click on the item and you will be taken to a page which
gives complete details of the product. Each page in the store has a menu
of all the categories of merchandise in the store. Clicking on a category
will present you with a list of sub categories from which you can select a
particular product. If you are searching for a particular product, there
is a search box on every page that will take you immediately to the
product detail page. Once there simply follow the prompts to complete
your purchase.

Visit the store today by going to http://
www.saintjohnsws.org/ and clicking on “St. John’s
Web Store”.
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Thanksgiving Service

This year’s Thanksgiving Service will take
place on Tuesday, November 24th at 7:30 pm
at First Presbyterian Church
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Fundraising for our new Church

Ouir first fundraiser is collecting bottle return
receipts. Please place them in the box in the
narthex. Every little bit helps!

Crossbeam Deadline

Articles for the December/January issue of the
Crossbeam are due by November 8", Please e-mail
your articles to Sue Koeppel (skoeppel@roadrunner.com)
or leave them in the Crossbeam mailbox outside of the

church office. Electronic articles are preferred, if at all
possible.
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Adult Forum

During the Sunday School hour in November, all
are welcome to share a continuing Bible Study
based on the Book of Faith initiative.

To all members of St. John’s who
receive “The Lutheran” magazine:
After reading your copy, please bring it
to church and deposit it in the box on
the “Visitor's Table” for others to take
home and read.

Thank you, George Kessler

Bricks and Mortar Account For Construction
of New Church Building

At the October 8,2009 meeting, the Congregational Council
approved the establishment of a “Bricks and Mortar” account to
immediately receive donations to be used only toward the
construction of the new church building.

This account was established as the result of several members
indicating that they were interested in making a donation at the
present time rather than waiting for the completion of the
Capital Appeal Funding Program.

So, if for any reason, someone is interested in making an
immediate donation to help cover the cost of building the new
church please see Pastor Klatt or Mike Woodard.

In Service to Our Lord,
Roger McGill
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Hands and Hearts Knitting Ministry

It is officially Autumn and with the season came a full
agenda of craft sales and fiber festivals. There are
enough knit and crochet enthusiasts out in the world to
warrant these gatherings to sample new yarns, trade
patterns and share ideas.

Just by chance | met a group of knitters at one fiber
show who invited me to join them at one of their sessions
in the Southern Tier if | was ever in the neighborhood.
They were a great group who, as we knitted together in
the Cuba Library beside the fireplace, shared stories of
what they had worked on and donated.

Their shawls were as bright and lovely as the colored
leaves drifting down from the trees outside the windows.
Their stories of people who were touched by their work
were inspiring and gave renewed passion for a ministry
that can ever so gently change the lives of the giver and
the receiver.

This is a world wide ministry that quietly grows in
places large and small using our hands to touch others
hearts with God's love.

If you feel like you cannot really change the world
consider sitting in on one of our meeting on the first or
third Wednesdays of the month and watch as we make a
difference one stitch at a time.

Submitted by Linda Wetzler
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Festivals and Commemorations
November

1 All Saints Day

3 Martin de Porres, renewer of society, 1639

7 John Christian Frederick Heyer, 1873; Bartholomaeus
Ziegenbalg, 1719; Ludwig Nommensen, 1918;
missionaries

11 Martin, Bishop of Tours, 397; Soren Aabye
Kierkgaard, teacher, 1855

17 Elizabeth of Hungary, renewer of society, 1231

23 Clement, Bishop of Rome, c. 100; Miguel Agustin Pro,
martyr, 1927

24 Justus Falckner, 1723; Jehu Jones, 1852; William
Passavant, 1894; pastors in North America

25 Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, 1748

30 Andrew, Apostle

Campbell’s Labels for
Education

Preschool is collecting
Campbell’s Labels for
Education to help fund their
activities. A list of
participating items is available
in the parish hall foyer. The
collection container is also
located in the parish hall
foyer.
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LOST & FOUND

Has moved again!!! You will find lost items in a cupboard
under the windows in the Narthex (Parish Hall entrance
off the parking lot). Look for the salmon sign on the door.

PLEASE NOTE!

We now have a girl’s pink wrist watch, a black
collapsible umbrella, a navy blue hoody jacket, a
burgundy Tudor Court jacket with snap opening, a
light blue with black stripe West Seneca Polo
Association jacket with zipper opening.

Valuable items will be kept in the church office with a
note put in the cupboard so you know where to find
them.

Any items left behind in our complex will be placed in the
cupboard for a reasonable length of time. Unclaimed
items will be donated to charities or thrown out.

PARISH HALL CLOSET/FELLOWSHIP
ROOM CLOSET

If you had items stored in either of these closets and
want them back, please contact Connie Arnold or Carolly
Huth. All items have been removed as the organ wind
chests and pipes will be installed in the Parish Hall closet
and some items have been moved to the Fellowship
Room closet.
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There are Large
Print Hymnals and
Hearing Devices
available at all
worship services.
Please ask an
usher for
assistance.

Farm Fresh Eggs

The Lang’s chickens are now laying free range, organic
eggs in sizes from medium to jumbo.

25¢ from each egg sale will go to the church.

Please see Brad or Jeanne before or after church or call
716-725-8199.

1st Year Confirmation

In confirmation we have been writing 5 books of the bible
each day we have gone from Genesis-Proverbs, etc. We
have also been writing fun facts on the bible. In class we
made posters on the bible. Finally today we wrote about

Creation, Genesis, and Beginning.

Submitted by Ben Lang
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Food Barrel for WS Food Pantry

The food pantry has moved to the parish house of St.
David’s Episcopal Church near Southgate Plaza.

Items needed for November are spaghetti sauce,
macaroni and cheese and cake mix/frosting.

The Food Bank of Western New York provides the
WS Food Pantry with cereal, canned vegetables and
canned fruit. Therefore, donations of other items are
greatly appreciated.

ORI RS
CO[;IGB@'I;ULQTIQJNS!

Praise of thanksgiving to our Lord for our many gifts
and talents.

Allison Altman has been named the Valedictorian of
West Seneca West High School Class of 2010.

We also would like to congratulate Jessica Kustra,
granddaughter of Gerry and Jeanne Schuler, for
being named Salutatorian of West Seneca West High
School class of 2010.
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Self Employed Talents

WOODARDS INSTANT TAX SERVICE - Personal and
Small Business Tax Returns, Quickbooks accounting,
estimated tax payments, checkbook reconciliation,
budgeting, and payroll services. 675-2829

WOODARDS LANDSCAPING - Outdoor landscaping
design, installation and maintenance, plus lawncare, tree
and shrub removal and gardening. Deck and fence
staining/painting services as well. 684-6242

Ronald Braun—Chiropractor
Lancaster  706-0600

Babysitters

Allison Altman 16 years old 822-8417
Amanda Altman 12 years old 822-8417
Amanda Wolf, 15 years old 668-8531

Cindy Godus—vocal work for weddings or other
events
677-6620

Sandy Huenniger—sewing, housecleaning, laundry,
personal care, grocery shopping and errands 668-5075

Additions are always welcome. Please leave them in the
Crossbeam mailbox or email to
skoeppel@roadrunner.com.
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Faith & Fitness
PLASTICS

Articles made from plastics have become a huge part of our
lives. Think about it -just about everything that we buy is
made from plastic or has some plastic parts. In addition, most
things are packaged in plastic coverings- from the thin film of a
bag to an almost indestructible hard shell. At the grocery
store many of the products come pre-wrapped or contained in
plastics-dairy products, meats, juices, laundry and cleaning
products to name a few. Produce that is not already wrapped,
we frequently place in a bag as we weigh and price it. Some of
us habitually carry a water bottle to stay hydrated when away
from home, many of which are made from a hard
plastic. Aluminum drink and food cans are lined with plastic.
Groupings of water, pop and, juice bottles are sold harnessed
together with strong loops of plastic . This is just one area of
our life in which we collect plastic .

Why all this concern about plastic? Most of it goes into the
garbage-some strewn about our environment that can cause
much harm to wild life and collected in our waterways
eventually pollutes the oceans which have areas that have
gathered masses of plastic debris beyond imagining.

We've heard about BPA (bisphenol A) as a danger in baby
bottles because it has caused developmental abnormalities in
animals and now it is being possibly linked to diabetes and
heart disease in humans .

Plastics come from a precious resource - petroleum -to be
good stewards of the world God made and entrusted to us. Let
us carefully dispose of plastic waste and purchase BPA free
products that come in contact with our food and beverages
whenever possible.

Submitted by Janet Hender
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Worship & Music

THANKSGIVING WORSHIP: Tues. 11/24, 7:30 p.m. at First
Presbyterian Church. Our choir will be singing along with
their choir and 14 Holy Helpers'.

CHOIR DIRECTOR: Cindy Godus has accepted the position
of Choir Director and will be working with the Senior Choir on
Thurs. from 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Youth Choir, 3rd grade through
7" Grade, on Mon. from 6:30 — 7:30 p.m. and Cherub Choir,
pre-school thru 2™ grade, on Sunday mornings during SCS.
We welcome her and thank her for sharing her talents with our
Choirs and look forward to working with her as we expand our
music ministry here at St. John’s. All choirs are open to new
members. If you or your child/children are interested in joining
one of the choirs, please contact Cindy at 677-6620.

LAMB OF GOD: a few weeks ago Pastor announced that we
would remain standing for the Lamb of God before
communion. This did lead to some confusion and, because
the congregation chose to sit down, we will continue as we
were. Sometimes ideas have great intentions but, in
practicality, don’t work.

COMMUNION: please remember that we do have grape juice
available for those who can’t have wine (the new wine we
have purchased may be too sour for those of you with
breathing problems) or children who do not appreciate the
taste of it. If you prefer the grape juice, please don’t take a
communion cup but point to the altar when you reach the
Assisting Minister and he/she will give you grape juice.

If you are unable to come forward for communion but would
like to receive it, we encourage you to sit toward the front of
the church or in the center sections on the aisle, let an Usher
know and Pastor will be happy to bring communion to you.

Continued on page 14.
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Worship & Music, continued

BULLETIN BOARDS: there have been a lot of comments
regarding the bulletin boards in the Parish Hall. Most of them
are inaccessible so, as our committee members represent all
organizations and most committees in the congregation, we
discussed this problem. Working with the Membership
Committee the following was decided:

The Youth bulletin board which hung next to the kitchen door is
now hanging next to the Youth Ministers’ office in the Ed. Bldg.

The LCLC bulletin board will be located next to the door to the
SCS supply room and Rick Lipka’s office. If you would like
more information regarding LCLC, please call, or talk with, Paul
& Georgie Napier.

The Activities Calendar can be found on the bulletin board next
to the church office along with miscellaneous information
received in the mail. Please leave a note on the board, or call
Sandy Haase, with your meeting times and locations. She is
the one who keeps the calendar updated.

As always, the Flower Calendar is on the bulletin board next to
the Ladies Room in the Narthex along with miscellaneous
notices of interest placed there by our members.

We hope these changes will make it easier for you to access
the information found on these bulletin boards. We are also
working on consolidating the displays in the Narthex to allow
for more room.

OUR NEXT MEETING IS: NOVEMBER 4™ AT 7:30 P.M. WE
HOLD AN OPEN MEETING AND ALL ARE WELCOME.

Carolly Huth
Chairman
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Communications Committee

The St. Johns web site continues to evolve with many new
updates. Visit the site at http://www.saintjohnsws.org to see
what’s new.

Among the updates are several money saving special deals
being offered by our Web Store. We've selected popular deals
for Halloween ranging from costumes to candy.

For alimited time, when you spend $50 or more on qualifying
costume items with one of the sellers indicated on the site you
will get $10 off the total cost of your order at checkout. Only
purchases from participating sellers qualify for this promotion,
and purchases from multiple sellers cannot be combined to
qgualify. Offer valid through Oct. 22, 2009. Also explore kids'
costumes and choose from Transformers, Disney Princesses,
and many more.

Scare up savings on Halloween Candy: $15 off when you spend
$39 or more on Hershey's, Mars, Nestle, or Wonka chocolate
and candy products shipped and sold by Amazon.com Offer
valid through Oct. 31, 2009.

To celebrate Halloween, our DVD Halloween Sale has DVDs as
Low as $5.49 & Blu-ray up to 50% off. And for the horror fans,
there is a buy one, get one free Horror DVD Sale. Offer valid
through Oct. 31, 2009.

Get Free Shipping on qualifying orders of $25 or more of scary
automotive skull accessories to dress up cars, trucks, and
SUVs. Offer valid through Oct. 31, 2009.

Create an eerie fog effect in your haunted house and save 10%
on the Bel-Art Dry Ice Maker. Shop all of our dry ice makers
here. Offer valid through Oct. 31, 2009.

Save up to 35% on Halloween and harvest tableware perfect for
fall entertaining and adding spooky delight to your dining room.
Offer valid through Oct. 31, 2009.

Do you have kids (Includes the young at heart)? If you do, no
doubt you have heard about the hottest game console on the
market, The Nintendo Wii. If you don’t already have one, we
have the Wii for a new reduced price of $199.99. What are you
waiting for? Meet us at the Web Store and get yours today.

The Communications Committee
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Teur4«Revs oo

A Bicycle Built for Three?

The Reverends completed their
days, 13,000 miles afidithth& ci
final stop in Minneapolis, Minnesota.They rode into the
Convention Center, spoke to the 2,000 people gathered for
the Church Wide Assembly and received a standing
ovation. The total funds raised for the ELCA World Hunger
Appeal has not yet been announced.
At St . John’ s we have al so
sponsorship of the Tour de RevsWe successfully had
volunteers to sponsor 72 of the 100 days; 56 of the 65
stops. Ov er 120 adul ts and chil
participated in this effort to bring attention to and raise
money for the pl i ghAsofcOctoberh e
1st St . John’s has <coll ected
matching funds from the Erie County Thrivent Chapter
#30716 the total raised for the ELCA World Hunger Appeal
Tour deRevs will be over $5,000.

THANKS TO ALL for your support and hard work.
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Women of the ELCA

We really had a heart healthy meeting in October as we laughed and
smiled at our speakers presentation of "Don't let aging get you down. It's too
hard to get back up! “ We were especially delighted that Judy McGill joined us
that evening to share the fun with us. We hope to see her again as well as
any other new faces at any of our meetings.

We have purchased a new book for the church library titled THE
SERPENTS AMONG US by Patrick Crough. This book deals with sexual
predators in our midst. Marie Ramey purchased a copy too and gave us
some insight on it contents. If you would like more information on it, see
Marie. It appears to be a very eye opening book on this topic.

November 10 is the next meeting when we will be celebrating with our
Thankoffering Service. Carrie Weinreich will lead us and provide the
meditation and Sandy Haase the music. Please remember your
thankofferings. Chris Charnock and Connie Arnold will bring the
refreshments.

You might like to mark your calendars now so that you can enjoy an
evening of the musical group, "Strike the Rock" on Tuesday, December
8. Once again our friends at First Presbyterian Church have offered to let us
use their facilities for one of our events and we are very thankful to them. We
will be enjoying dessert at 6:30 followed by their program in the church. All
are welcome.

Saint John's is full of special and caring members so it is with sadness in
our hearts that we remember one of those people who has left us for her
heavenly home. Jeanne Stover was an exceptional special and caring
person who will be remembered fondly and with a smile whenever we think of
her. | think Jeanne would have been among the loudest laughing at our
program in October and will not mind if our thought for the month brings a
smile.

Submitted by Connie Arnold

The Thought for the Month
There's always a lot to be thankful for if you take the time to look for it. For
example, | am sitting here thinking how nice it is that wrinkles don't hurt...
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Parish Nurse

This year | will be discussing Care of the Body. As | complete an
article on a given topic, | will label a folder on the bulletin board with
more information.

The eye is a vital part of our sensory and visual needs. We need
regular visual exams throughout our lives. When very young children
seem to be having motor skill problems in coordination; it may be an
eye problem. Likewise if when playing a word/number game they
seem to do everything in reverse, a check for dyslexia is a good idea.
The eyes make natural tears, which cleanse them and help to ward
off infection. However infection can and does occur. Often these
infections are highly contagious. PLEASE wash your hands carefully
whenever caring for eyes and teach your children to do the same.
Nothing should be put in the eye without a doctor's order.
Medications or eye treatments should be done exactly as ordered.
The eye dropper should NOT touch the eye, nor should the tip of an
ointment container; this could contaminate the medication. Wash
hands before and after treatment and do not use the same tissue or
cotton ball on both eyes.

Applying the medication may be difficult do due to blinking or
resistance. Have the person tip his/her head back, gently pull lid
down with forefinger and place the drops in the center of the lid . If
you can have the person look upward as you do this-it's very helpful.
Ointment is squeezed into the lower lid. Then have the person gently
close his/her eye and wipe away excess solution. Some eye
infections require warm compresses. These are usually placed on the
eye for 15 minutes (3 to 4 X's ) per day. Eye tissue is very sensitive to
heat, so care with temperature of compress is in order.

There are over the counter medications, but use of them is not
advised without a doctor's order. READ all labels carefully and know
the ingredients. Eye medications are chemicals which can be
absorbed into the blood stream and cause an allergic reaction in a
susceptible individual.

For further information on the eye, and its diseases, see the bulletin

board.

p ~ %
Submitted by Carrie Weinreich [)ar]Sh S
7 aN\urse
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R&R Building Fund Update:

1. The Austin Organ has been removed from the Church, with most of the
organ installed in the Parish Hall, and it is sounding great! Total cost of
$10,401 came in $100 under budget. This expense has been paid in full from
the balances in the R&R Savings account.

2. Fifty(50) additional chairs for the Parish Hall were ordered and have
been received and set-up, for $1,149, exceeding the budgeted amount by
$100. This expense has been paid from the R&R Savings account.

3. Two new boilers @ $31,950 have been ordered and will be installed
before heating season, and the oldest one that’s in the Parish Hall Boiler
Room has already been dismantled and removed. We are essentially getting
these boilers at cost and the labor is being donated. Total cost should come
in $3,250 below the budgeted figure of $35,200. We do have a C.D.
earmarked for the Boilers in the $12,000 range that will be used to pay
towards this expense, but payment is expected by Nov.2009.

As of 9/30/09, the accumulated balance in the R&R Savings account totals
$5,642.44. As of the date of this memo, there is a shortfall of approximately
$14,400 in terms of paying for the new boilers.

Whereas we collect the R&R pledged donations weekly and monthly, and
whereas the congregation voted to borrow the necessary funds from the
Cemetery Savings Funds (to be repaid with interest) to cover the shortfall,
most of the Cemetery Funds are tied up in long-term C.D.’s; accordingly,
breaking these C.D.’s before they mature would result in lost interest and
penalties. Therefore, please consider pre-paying an extra month or more of
your R&R pledge before calendar year-end 2009. One-time gifts are always
welcome if you have not pledged a specific amount. Any additional resources
we can accumulate sooner than later will help us to meet the obligations
listed above.

R&R Balance as of July 1, 2009 $11,999.40
Donations — July, August, Sept. + 8,675.32
Less: Expenses — July, August, Sept. (/15,037.66)
Interest: July, August, Sept. 5.38
R&R Balance as of Sept. 30, 2009 $ 5,642.44

Yours in Christ, Mike Woodard, Treasurer
Oct. 3, 2009
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Sunday Church School

The first Teacher/Staff meeting of the new year was held on October
3", Subjects discussed were the starting day Rally Day Event, the
upcoming Reformation Day worship and the new curriculum, SPARK.
The teachers are pleased with the new curriculum and looking
forward to the upcoming Advent and Christmas season.

Next meeting is scheduled for November 157 at 9:00 am.

May we again urge parents that have not returned the enrollment/
medical form for their children, to do so as soon as possible. These
forms contain pertinent information on your child in case of
emergency. Additional forms are available if you have misplaced the
original. See anyone in the SCS office.

The children worked on a project for the West Seneca Food Pantry at
St. David’s Church. It was for the need for pet food for the Pantry.
The 4 year old class up to 3" grade decorated bags for the food and
4™ through 7™ grade made posters. The project was led by Lori
Olivieri with financing by Thrivent. The children were also asked to
donate pet food for the pantry.

On October 25, the children celebrated Reformation Day with closing
worship led by Pastor Klatt.

Advent will start on Sunday, November 29. Sunday School will not be
presenting a Christmas program this year. Instead, a program will be
presented in celebration of Epiphany on Sunday, January 10, 2010.
More details on this later.

Attendance for the first five Sundays of classes averaged 56 children
per Sunday.

Submitted by Danese Dick

e P4,

Sunday School
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News From the Pews

In The Hospital
Dick Stover
Bill Hager

Wedding
10/10—Bethany Stevenson to Eric Heath

Funeral
10/9—Gary Burckhalter
10/12—Jeanne Stover

Baptism

9/27—Raegan Hartnett, daughter of Ryan and Mary
Hartnett

10/4—Daniella Jo Dunphy, daughter of Karie Ann Dunphy

CARD of THANKS

Thank you to everyone for your prayers,
cards, and well wishes during my recently
illness. They were sincerely and greatly
appreciated.

Bonnie Klatt
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Esther Altar Guild

Our next meeting is on Sunday, November 8th at
approximately 9:45 am in the copy room. At this meeting
we will be setting dates for the poinsettia sale inserts and
a time for setting up on Christmas Eve. The schedule for
2010 altar and meeting hostesses will be made at this
meeting also, so please try to attend and make your
preferences known.

Taking care of the altar in November is Joyce Brown and
Nancy Weber.

Meeting hostesses are Erma Fitzpatrick and Janet
McLeod. 1

Submitted by Nancy Weber

God never asks about our ability or our inability-just
about our availability.

Angel Tree

We will again be sponsoring Gateway-Longview and
adopting the United Methodist Church on Seneca/
Babcock After School Program this year. The tree will go
up the weekend of November 21-22. The gifts for
Gateway-Longview will be due December 13th. The
items for the United Methodist Church will be due on
January 10th.

Thank you for your continued support!
The Social Ministry Committee
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Youth Group News

In the past, officers have been in charge of getting the
numbers of people who are going to events. This hasn’t
been working to its fullest ability, so we changed some
things. Soon, there will be sign up sheets on the Bulletin
Board outside the Youth Office to sign up for upcoming
events.

During November we will be baking and selling various
delicious breads. We are also planning to gather food
for the needy. We are also planning to go to dinner
before Movie Night on November 6th. For our service
project we will most likely be making baskets of helpful
things for people who need them.

In April, a thirty hour famine will be taking place. We will
have more information on that as it draws near. We are
also planning another Chicken Barbecue to take place in
June.

Thank you,
Saint John’s Youth Group
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Ladies Aid

It is time to get that Mystery Pound Sale item ready
for Sylvia to auction off! This will be happening at our
November 5 meeting, 7:30 pm, in the fellowship room
following the business meeting. All are welcome to join
the fun and refreshments provided by Mary Bunn and
Nancy Weber.

The Christmas Dinner will be December 3 at Ilio
DiPaolos. Just see Sandy Haase if you would like to
come and join the fun.

We continue to keep our shut in members in our
thoughts and prayers as well as all other members and
friends. We especially remember the Stover family as we
reflect on Jeanne and all of her smiles, help and caring
thoughts and prayers she always had for everyone.

Submitted by Connie Arnold

Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is looking for volunteer case
managers (folks with social work, case management skills) and
volunteer data entry folks who are willing to give some time in support
of the long term recovery operation in western NY. Long Term
Recovery is expected to last 6 1 12 months. Case management
training will be provided on October 27 i 28", 8:30am i 4:30pm. On
October 29", 8:30am i 4:00pm training will be provided in the data
entry system, CAN (Client Assistance Network) for both data entry
and case management volunteers. For more information and to
register please contact:
Patsy Glista, LDR Coordinator (315) 289-2686
Idrupstateny@gmail.com or Denis Paufler, WNY
Floods LDR Case Management Facilitator, (716)997-
3154, dpaufler@gmail.com.
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Lutheran Roots in America
The historical origins of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America

Cooperative Work Beqgins

Cooperative work began with the
National Lutheran Commission for
Soldiers' and Sailors' Welfare in WWI.
Two chaplains in a car.

Immigration of Lutherans continued to be heavy through the first two
decades of the 20th century, and the first significant merger of
church bodies happened in 1917 when three ethnic Norwegian
synods joined to form the Norwegian Lutheran Church of America
(NLCA) and in 1918 when three ethnic German synods joined to
form the United Lutheran Church in America (ULCA). With World
War | taking place, the next logical step in denominational
consolidation was to form a joint agency of these two large synods
and other smaller ones in order to provide relief. The National
Lutheran Commission had been formed in 1917 because the
churches were concerned about the spiritual well-being of U.S.
service personnel being sent into combat. In a short time 60,000
laymen were involved in the relief effort, which proved a vast and
complex enterprise. The laymen stayed active in the relief and
ministry of the commission, but formed their own organization, the
Lutheran Brotherhood, which supported the work of the commission
by building facilities and supplying equipment. After the war the
Lutheran Brotherhood continued to develop lay leadership and to
foster intersynodical relationships.

The various Lutheran churches continued to work together closely,
but were limited to soldiers’ and sailors’ welfare efforts. There was a
growing need to provide missionaries to America’s expanding
industrial centers and to render aid to Lutherans in Europe, and by
September 1918 the National Lutheran Council (NLC) was formed to
meet those needs. Representation on the council was proportionate,
based on membership figures of participating church bodies.

From the ELCA website
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Building Update

I would like to thank all of you who have returned your needs
and feasibility forms. For those of you, who have not done so,
please return them as soon as possible.

These forms are necessary in prioritizing the building project.
Each of us has an important opinion as to what should be
accomplished first or even included in the project. The build
committee will evaluate all the forms to take into account all
your comments.

The fundraising committee has numerous fundraisers going
on at the present time and will continue to come up with new
and inventive ways to raise money. At present they are raising
monies through the bottle return program, Jewelry box raffle,
and cash for gold program. Ask anyone wearing the
fundraising button for more information. Many more programs,
such as gift cards, dinners, breakfasts, etc will be coming out
in the months ahead. Our goal is to come up with ideas to
reach the community and not just the members of Saint
John’s.

If you have any proven fundraising idea please forward them
to the committee through St. John’s church office or join us at
a meeting. The next fundraising meeting will be held on Oct.
27,2009 at 8:00pm.

The Vision committee is meeting on Oct. 27, 2009 at 6:30pm
where we will start evaluating the questionnaires returned.
The Finance committee has been interviewing several
campaign companies. Their findings will be presented in a
congregational meeting. The date for this meeting has not
been set. All will have ample notification according to St.
John’s constitution as to the time and date of this meeting.

Continued on page 27.
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Building Update, continued

The Build committee has been working on numerous rough
plans, taking into account all your thoughts to date.
Presentation drawings are being worked on to better visualize
the ideas. Town hall meetings will be set up starting in
November and a question and answer table will be set up twice
a month from here on out to discuss the various options.
Portfolios have been requested from the area’s top developers.
As soon as the portfolios are received and reviewed, we set up
a date to bring them in for interviews. Once we receive your
thoughts as to the plan layout, we will work we a developer to
get a better quote on the costs of the project.

Every attempt will be taken to reduce building costs as we go
along. The new boiler in the Parish hall should show us
reduced heating costs along with the boiler yet to be installed in
the education building. This is scheduled to be installed in mid
November. The contractor is working to get all the materials
together so that shut down time is kept to a minimum.

Plans and quotes will be worked on this month for the update
of the parish hall to make that more energy efficient. The plans
and costs will be finalized by the beginning of December.
Parking has been restricted from the first two handicap spots
closest to the entrance of the Parish Hall, this is due to mortar
and slate which have been falling from the back of the building.
A protective fence is going to be installed along the back and
sides of the church.

A timeline will be set up on the hall wall of the education
building to explain the building process.

| am always available at 675-8158 or 880-4732 to answer any
guestions you may have. | assure you this is not a one man
show. Numerous committees are working very hard for all of
us. These are difficult times, but as a family, not only of Saint
John'’s, but of Jesus Christ, we must be patient and Love one
another.

Through Gods Work and Our Hands,
Rick Lipka, Building Chairman
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