£ PASTOR JOHN'S JOTS

New Beginnings

September brings with it the promise of new beginnings. Our St. John’s
preschool ministry begins the 42" year of ministry to children and families.
Our educational ministries share a rally day program on September 13
entitled, “Everywhere and Everyway: Calling One Another to Prayer.”

Another new beginning was approved at our annual meeting on August 16.
St. John’s voted to approve our congregation’s participation in the Family
Promise ministry to homeless families for four weeks of the calendar year.
This ministry is an effective program and we are looking forward to be part of
it. Please be informed of the following:

1. The program houses up to three families, no more than 15 people.

2. The families will stay overnight at St. John’s Educational Building during
our four weeks (which may or may not fall during the days the preschool or
Sunday School is in operation) but will be present in our building from 4:00
p.m. until about 7:30 a.m. the next morning.

3. At NO TIME will the families be present when the preschool is in session.

4. The families will be housed on the second floor of our educational
building. However, they will NOT be using any space the preschool uses
except the bathrooms and the lunchroom for the staff. The preschool rooms
will be locked down when the families are in residence.

5. st. John’s will be reviewing our procedures with our housekeeping staff
to insure that the two programs will not have a negative impact on each other.
6. The week we serve as host, families will be present in the building for
one Sunday morning. If the Sunday School is in session, the Sunday School

program will either have to be canceled or redirected to an intergenerational
event for that day only.

7. The groups that use our building in the evening will continue to do so
without interference.

For any questions about Family Promise, please contact Bob Beuler at 674-
0547.

If you have any questions | can help with, please feel free to contact me.

Peace, Pastor John
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St. John’s Book Club

Do you like to read books? Do you like

F‘*ﬂ to share and discuss with others the

contents of books you have read? Then
come join a group of like-minded people
interested in starting up a Book Club at
St. John’s. If you are interested in
participating please speak to either
Bonnie Klatt or Nancy Kessler. We will
be scheduling a general planning
meeting later this fall to discuss the
details: when, where and how often to
meet, what books to read, who will be
leading the discussion, etc. Come join
us!

Chili Dinner Auction &/>
') ‘) 7 %
@

Basket donations are needed for the
Annual Chili Dinner on October 25th. IL D
Please see Mark or Sue Koeppel if I

you wish to donate any items.

" SUEEES
If people wish to get donations from &%

companies, we have donation letters @

Y

. : —
available. All donations are tax- ﬁ}“
deductable.

Adult Forum

September 20-October 4 during the Sunday School hour, all are
welcome to share a Bible study entitled “God’s Standard or God
Standard?” Through a study of the readings from Proverbs shared in
worship from September 6-20 participants will evaluate the standard
God calls us to in daily life as compared to what the world’'s standards
are. Pastor John will lead the discussion. This study is a follow-up to
the “Opening the Book of Faith” study last spring.
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St. John’s Web Store Now Available

The St. John’s web store is an affiliate of the well known Internet store
Amazon.com. For every dollar you spend at the store, St. John’s will
receive a commission of 4-15%. This money will totally be used to
support the building of our new Church building. Every one’s support
is needed to assure the debt which will be incurred for the financing of
this project is paid off as soon as possible. You can help by using St.
John’s store for many of your regular day-to-day purchases. We need
your support. If you have ever shopped at Amazon.com, you are already
familiar with the wide range of products they offer. If you haven’t, a
small sample of the variety of products available is: books, movies,
games, digital downloads, computers and office supplies, electronics,
home and garden, groceries, toys, apparel, shoes, sports, outdoors, tools,
and much more.

How to shop at the St. John’s Web Store

Existing customers of Amazon.com or any other web based store are
already familiar with the on-line shopping experience. The next time
you wish to make an on-line purchase, simply go to our store instead of
Amazon.com or whatever other on-line store you usually use to make
your purchases. All John’s products are priced identical to the prices at
Amazon.com, well known as offering some of the lowest prices that can
be found on the Internet.

Never made an on-line purchase before? Give it a try. Purchasing on-
line is safe and secure. The first thing you will see when you enter our
store is a page of featured items. If you are interested in any of the
items, simply click on the item and you will be taken to a page which
gives complete details of the product. Each page in the store has a menu
of all the categories of merchandise in the store. Clicking on a category
will present you with a list of sub categories from which you can select a
particular product. If you are searching for a particular product, there
is a search box on every page that will take you immediately to the
product detail page. Once there simply follow the prompts to complete
your purchase.

Visit the store today by going to http://
www.saintjohnsws.org/ and clicking on “St. John’s
Web Store”.
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St. John's Communication Committee

The communications comumittee is back! It is our job to keep the congregation informed of
developments in preparing to build a new worship space. We will keep you informed with articles in
the Crossbea, information on our web page(saintjohnsws.org), email newsletters(If vou are not
already subscribed to our newsletter.you can send your email address to Jon Graver, our intermet
specialist, at jon{@jongrauer.net), handouts before church services and the US mail (only when
necessary o cut costs).

It 15 very important that every famuly in the congregation pick up a copy of this year's annual
report Qur Journey in Ministry 2009 found wside the entrance of the Parish Hall. Along with all the
other important reports in this document, you will find a 3 year time line developed by our Church
Counctl (pages 55 and 56) which states the phases our congregation will follow to prepare for
constructing a new church building in 2012. You will also find a list of commttees and names of
people who have jomned that committee so far.

The web page has a wealth of mformation and pictures pertaining to on going events at our
church. You will find there a link to our web store. Anyone who purchases items at Amazon.com is
asked to make those same purchases at our web store. The items will have the same price -even sale
prices- only St. John's will make a commission of 4%-15% of each purchase. The commission earned
will be used as a fund raiser for the new worship structure. This is one way that friends and family non-
members can be asked to help support our efforts.

Food Barrel for WS Food Pantry

The food pantry is open again!
The food pantry has moved to the parish house of St.
David’s Episcopal Church near Southgate Plaza.

All donations will be accepted but the items most needed
are peanut butter, jelly (not homemade), pasta, pasta
sauce, and macaroni and cheese.
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ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES: What is the most
important thing you can give your children? Your own
loving relationship! Lutheran Marriage Encounter has 2
fantastic opportunities for ALL MARRIED COUPLES this
fall to take time off from daily pressures and responsibilities
to search out and discover a warmer, closer, more joyful
relationship wi t h each ot her
scheduled for: September 18-20 at the Lutheran Camp
Sequanota motel-style retreat center situated in 400
beautiful wooded acres in Jennerstown, PA, and October 16-
18 at the Radisson Hotel in Sharon, PA, just an hour north
of Pittsburgh, where each room has a king bed and its own hot
tub. The weekends run from Friday night at 8 PM to Sunday
at 5 PM, and all costs are covered by a $45.00 per couple
registration fee plus a confidential contribution of whatever
amount you choose to make toward the end of the
weekend. Registrations are limited, so sign up today to
ensure that you can attend the weekend of your choice.
Simply go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and
register, or for questions or if you would like a brochure with
registration form mailed to you, contact Western PA Directors
of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber at
724-325-3166 or email: fischamber@comcast.net.

Campbell’s Labels for
Education

Preschool is collecting
Campbell’s Labels for
Education to help fund their
activities. A list of
participating items is available
in the parish hall foyer. The
collection container is also
located in the parish hall
foyer.

abel

2
=
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Prayer Chain

The first meeting of Prayer Chain after summer
sabbatical is September 14, 2009 at 7:00 P.M.

We are always looking for new faces to join us in

prayer. Itis a very rewarding ministry in being witness to
the answer to many prayers and God's grace given to
those who may be suffering through many of life's
concerns. Please consider joining us on September
14th!

The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and
his ears are open to their prayers.
-------- 1 Peter 3:12

Thank you,

Jeanne Schuler

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity

The Erie County NY Chapter is in need of volunteers to help build
the Thrivent Habitat for Humanity House.
When - Now through the Fall
Time - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturdays
Place - Thrivent Builds with Habitat House is located at
33 Guilford Street in Buffalo
Contacts -George Copeland at 716-480 2461 for Weekdays
Virginia Leigh-716-832-2534 for Saturdays
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Hands and Hearts Knitting Ministry

Welcome back to all the knitters in our congregation. The
summer really flew by and here's hoping it was restful,
blessed and productive.

At our last meeting in June, it was decided that due
other commitments by our members on our regular
meeting night, and the unavailablity of the Fellowship
Room on that night we will be changing our meeting night.
Starting on September 2, 2009 we will meet on the first
and third Wednesdays of every month from September to
June, at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Room.

Anyone interested in joining our group need only to
come in and sit down with us. We have an abundance of
needles, patterns, and yarn to share so there is no need
to invest money.

Prayer shawls are our main concern but we have a
variety of other things to make and personal projects are
always welcomed on knit night.

Those who prefer other forms of needle arts are
welcomed to come for the company and conversation.

Looking forward to seeing all the old faces and
praying to see some new ones too.

Submitted by Linda Wetzler
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Festivals and Commemorations

September

2 Nikolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig, bishop, renewer of
the church, 1872

9 Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Columbia, 1654
13 John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, 407
14 Holy Cross Day

16 Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, c. 258

17 Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, 1179

18 Dag Hammarskjold, renewer of society, 1961

21 Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

29 Michael and all Angels

30 Jerome, translator, teacher, 420

Congratulations to our Scholarship Winners!

Nicholas Doucette
David Hejna
Matthew Northem
Leah Ruhland
Ryan Woodard

Save the Date

This year’s Crop
Walk will take place
on October 18th.
Please watch for
further details.
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LOST & FOUND

Look for the salmon colored signs. The box is on the
white tubular shelf next to the Ladies Room in the
narthex.

PLEASE NOTE!

We still have two black, winter jackets, one with a
leopard lining and one quilted, a black & gold head
scarf and a glass dish in a basket holder left after the
pot luck lunch on 5/7 waiting for pick up. These
jackets are of good quality and we will be giving
them to Goodwill after 9/30/09.

Valuable items will be kept in the church office with a
note put in the box so you know where to find them.

Any items left behind in our complex will be placed in the
box (or next to it) for a reasonable length of time.
Unclaimed items will be donated to charities or thrown
out.

PARISH HALL CLOSET/FELLOWSHIP
ROOM CLOSET

If you had items stored in either of these closets and
want them back, please contact Connie Arnold or Carolly
Huth. All items have been removed as the organ wind
chests and pipes will be installed in the Parish Hall closet
and some items have been moved to the Fellowship
Room closet.
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There are Large
Print Hymnals and
Hearing Devices
available at all
worship services.
Please ask an
usher for
assistance.

Farm Fresh Eggs

The Lang’s chickens are now laying free range, organic
eggs in sizes from medium to jumbo.

25¢ from each egg sale will go to the church.

Please see Brad or Jeanne before or after church or call
716-725-8199.

Egg Sale

$25.00 was donated to the building fund from egg sales of
May and June.

Depeh
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Preparing to Build

Many of you have been wondering what has been happening since the May
vote when it was overwhelmingly decided to build a new church structure.
Since that time we have been gathering existing information about our
property needed for the new build. We have contacted the ELCA and have
informed them of your vote. Jeff Spann, the building consultant, and Betsy
Williams, the Staff Architect, wil/l
near future date to help us with the process.

Two Executive Build committees have been approved by church council.
The first is a Bricks and Mortar Committee who will be in charge of turning
your suggestions, ministry goals and building requirements into reality. The
Bricks and Mortar Committee is comprised of the following people:

Rick Lipka - Chairman/ Construction Contact

Lowell Rothenberger

Rick Blanch

Carolly Huth

Don Denzel

Craig Vosseller

Mark Stapell

John Cronenberger

Andy Shearer

The second committee is a Vision and Data Committee. This committee will
have the task of identifying the needs of the church, the mission of Saint
Johnés and how the new building may
pulling all the information together for sub-committees that you will have
the opportunity to serve on. The Vision and Data Committee is comprised of
the following people:

Sue Stapell- Chair

Rick Lipka

Harold VVanGorder

Nancy Kessler

Tracy Reilly

Connie Arnold

Sue Koeppel

Steve Grapp

Jill Wolf

Continued on page 12.
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Preparing to Build, continued
The steps necessary for a successful project are as follows:

Step 1: Establishing the Building Committee

Step 2: Identifying Program Goals

Step 3: Determining Ministry Philosophies

Step 4: Surveying Members

Step 5: Budgeting & Funding Options for the Program
Step 6: Planning Space

Step 7: Selecting a Construction Delivery System

Step 9: Master planning the Facilities

Step 11: Completing Architectural Drawings

Step 12: Build the Structure

As the project moves forward | attend to keep the entire
congregation up to date throu
mail ings. Il &dm very excited an
forward to working with all of you on this project.

If you have a building talent, want to physically get involved,

or join a sub-committee, please forward your request to my

attention through the church office.

Please continue to pray, as the new church building will not be

defined by our wishes but by what God has in store for us.

Yours in Christ,
Rick Lipka, Building Chairman

0
g
Por
Mission
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Self Employed Talents

WOODARDS INSTANT TAX SERVICE - Personal and
Small Business Tax Returns, Quickbooks accounting,
estimated tax payments, checkbook reconciliation,
budgeting, and payroll services. 675-2829

WOODARDS LANDSCAPING - Outdoor landscaping
design, installation and maintenance, plus lawncare, tree
and shrub removal and gardening. Deck and fence
staining/painting services as well. 684-6242

Ronald Braun—Chiropractor
Lancaster  706-0600

Babysitters
Allison Altman 16 years old 822-8417
Amanda Altman 12 years old 822-8417

Cindy Godus—vocal work for weddings or other
events
677-6620

Sandy Huenniger—sewing, housecleaning, laundry,
personal care, grocery shopping and errands 668-5075

Additions are always welcome. Please leave them in the
Crossbeam mailbox or email to
skoeppel@roadrunner.com.
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Faith & Fithess

From the Faith & Fithess Committee . . .

Does Your Food Travel
More than You Do?

When we shop at the grocery store today, we don't bat
an eye at the sight of strawberries in the winter or perfect
tomatoes from Holland. In the space of a generation,
we've become accustomed to eating food that's never
grown roots in local soil. In fact, most produce grown in
the United States travels an average of 1,500 miles
before it gets sold.

Trucking, shipping and flying in food from around the
country and the globe takes a toll on the environment
and on public health. Take grapes, for example. Every
year, nearly 270 million pounds of grapes arrive in
California, most of them shipped from Chile to the Port of
Los Angeles. Their 5,900 mile journey in cargo ships and
trucks releases 7,000 tons of global warming pollution
each year, and enough air pollution to cause dozens of
asthma attacks and hundreds of missed school days in
California.

The way we eat has an enormous impact on the health
of the planet. By choosing to eat lower on the food chain,
and focusing on local and organic produce, we can curb
global warming and air pollution, avoid toxic pesticides,
support local farmers and enjoy fresh, tasty food.

Source: National Resources Defense Council
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Worship & Music

SEPTEMBER 13™: we will resume our regular worship
schedule: 5:00 p.m. Saturday, 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday with the Band playing on the first Sunday of each
month.

NICK BARNHART: our interim pianist during the
summer has gone off to college and will be missed. We
hope you enjoyed his playing as much as our Committee
did.

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Bonnie Klatt has
accepted this position and will begin her duties effective
9/1/09. She will also be directing and accompanying the
band as well as starting a Bell Choir. We look forward to
working with Bonnie as we develop our music ministry.

USHERS/GREETERS: you can now find your schedules
on the web site. Jon Grauer is the contact person and
coordinator of these schedules. All Usher teams now
have a Head Usher. If you are unable to serve on your
scheduled Sunday, please call your Head Usher or Jon
and let them know.

ACOLYTES: Linda Altman and Kyle Whelan will hold
training sessions in September. Speak with one of them
if your child is involved in, or would like to be a part of,
this ministry.

ATTENDANCE: was up this summer. Was it the
weather, the band or the novelty of worship

in the Parish Hall? Whichever it was, we’re glad you
came.

Continued on page 16.
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Worship & Music, continued

COMMUNION CARDS: as you know, the Communion
Cards are important as they are a tool

we use to determine who is an active/voting member of
St. John’s. As long as Bernie receives a completed card
once a month, she can keep the records up-to-date.
There is no need to complete one every week.

EUCARISTIC PRAYER: and Apostles’ Creek are found
in the back cover of the Hymnals. If you use a book that
has one missing, please hand the book to an Usher and
tell them what is missing so we can replace them. Did
you notice that we are using a new prayer?

CHOIRS AND BAND: new members are always
welcome. Watch the bulletin and Crossbeam for
rehearsal times. The monthly calendar of activities can
also be found on the web site.

MUSIC STANDS: A big thank you to Rick Lipka who has
donated four music stands for the band to use as well as
for other occasions. They were desperately needed and
we were looking into buying them.

QESTIONS, IDEAS, COMPLAINTS? Please talk with a
Committee member: Frank Acker, Linda Altman, Sylvia
Delaney, Danese Dick, Maureen Gensler, Jon Grauer,
Carolly Huth, Pastor Klatt, Sue Koeppel, Marilyn & Ray
Lang, Karen Maier, Karen Rothenberger, Jeanne Stover,
Tim Then, Nancy Weber.

Submitted By Carolly Huth
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L o ANy

Hand in Hand for Mission

Containers will be available in the church lobby and in front of the
Sunday School Office. Please fill the container with quarters for our
ongoing Mission campaign to support the Tanzania Mission, ELCA
World Hunger and Lutheran World Relief. Please print your name on
the container and drop off in the church lobby or in front of the
Sunday School Office when full.

50% of the funds collected will go to our missionaries and 50% for
World Hunger/Lutheran World Relief.

The total collected in 2009 was $142.69.

Welcome to our new
members!

7/12—Judith Allyn
Richard and Sharon
Musialowski

Crossbeam Deadline

Articles for the October issue of the Crossbeam are due

by September 13™. Please e-mail your articles to Sue
Koeppel (skoeppel@roadrunner.com) or leave them in the
Crossbeam mailbox outside of the church office.
Electronic articles are preferred, if at all possible.
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Women of the ELCA

Many of the members met in August to plan the upcoming
year's programs and it is looking to be another thought
provoking, worshipful, inspiring, caring, sharing and
musical year. If one or more of our programs looks
interesting to you, why not join us on the second Tuesday
of the month at 7:30pm. You are always most welcome.

The September 8 meeting will focus on our different
health care plans and options. Sandy Haase will plan the
devotions and Carrie Weinreich will supply us with her
delicious refreshments.

Hopefully you have been able to reduce your carbon
footprint this summer. Plant watering sure was minimal
with all the water provided by mother nature as well as a
lot of cool evenings when fans and air conditioners were
not needed. Of course recycling and buying locally is an
easy way to help our one and only planet earth. We have
been blessed with an abundance from God and we
should care enough to help take care of this gift any way
we can.

Submitted by Connie Arnold

Thought for the month:
Many people will walk in and out of our life, but only
friends leave footprints in your heart. Eleanor Roosevelt
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Parish Nurse

CHEMICALS IN OUR CLEANING PRODUCTS

The next time you are heading down the cleaning
products aisle of your favorite grocery store, STOP! Take
notice of how many cleaning products are available, and
the amount of shelf space they take up. All those
cleaning products, offered to make your house-cleaning
duties easier, actually complicate life. Advertising
companies would have us believe that we need a
separate cleaner for each surface we clean in our homes.
(Just how much space do you have under your sink to
store all those separate bottles?) And have you ever read
the ingredients label? You have to have a degree in
chemistry to truly understand what is in these products.

An Environmental Protection Agency study finds that
toxins in household cleaners are three times more likely to
cause cancer than outdoor air. Children, the elderly, and
persons with chronic conditions are most at risk from
household toxins. Of all the chemicals in commercial use
only about 2,000 have been evaluated by the National
Toxicology Program. Some spray glass cleaners, for
example, contain the neurotoxin butyl cellosolve, which
can be absorbed by the skin. Carpet shampoos and
upholstery cleaners emit ammonia, ethanol, and
perchloroethylene that can disrupt endocrine and nervous
system activity. Many detergents and fabric softeners can
cause allergies and eye irritations, while some air
fresheners contain toxins that can disrupt liver metabolism
and lung capacity.

Continued on page 20
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Parish Nurse, continued

If these are not enough reasons to switch to natural
cleaners, consider that petroleum-based products are
made from a non-renewable resource, and remember that
God calls us to be good stewards of the earth.
Approximately 500,000 tons of commercial cleaners are
washed down American drains every year, contributing to
water pollution.

Once found only in natural food stores, “green” household
cleaners are popping up on mainstream supermarket
shelves. Try using these “green” cleaners, or create your
own products from safe, natural cleaning substances such
as white vinegar, borax, baking soda, liquid jojoba wax,
and lemon juice. (Heinz white vinegar is made from
grains, but many others are made from nonrenewable
petroleum alcohols, so | prefer Heinz.) To avoid
petroleum products, you may also use vegetable-based
castile soaps. Mix 1 cup liquid castile soap with %
teaspoon baking soda, 2 tablespoons of witch hazel, and
(if you prefer) 4 drops of your favorite essential oil such
as: lavender, grapefruit, orange, lemon, eucalyptus, tea
tree, or pine. (Essential oils are not the same as the
synthetic scent oils that you can find at, say, craft stores.
Such chemically contrived oils don’t originate from plants,
and they cannot offer the cleaning and therapeutic
benefits of essential oils. Essential oils are highly
concentrated and as a rule should not be applied directly
to skin or household surfaces.) Check out the following
list for more ideas and information.

Continued on page 21
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Parish Nurse, continued

CHEMICALS IN OUR CLEANING PRODUCTS

Products

Ammonia and all
purpose Synthetic
cleaners

Drain cleaners

Dishwashing liquid

Dishwasher detergent

Germ-killing
disinfectants

Glass cleaners

Mold and mildew
cleaners

Concerns

Skin irritants;
aerosol sprays

Lye, which is
poisonous

Often has ammonia,
artificial fragrance,
dyes

Chlorine

Cresol, ethanol,
formaldehyde, phenol

Ammonia, blue dye

Formaldehyde,
kerosene,
pentachlorophenol,
phenol

Submitted by Bonnie Klatt

September 2009

Crossbeam

Nontoxic Alternatives

1-quart hot water in a
pump-spray bottle
with liquid soap or
borax; or use “green”
cleaners

1 handful of baking
soda and Y2 cup white
vinegar OR % cup
each salt and baking
soda followed by hot
water; use a plunger.

Look for
environmentally safe
products or use liquid
castile soap.

Green products; add
a little borax to boost
cleaning.

% cup borax in 1
gallon hot water;
hydrogen peroxide.

Half water/half white
vinegar in a pump-
spray bottle or
bucket.

Borax or vinegar and
water; heat and/or
dehumidifier to
prevent mildew.
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Sunday Church School

First of all, let me correct an error | made in the July/
August CROSSBEAM. It’s in regard to the starting date
for Sunday School.

We will resume Sunday School on September 13. (That’s
the Sunday after Labor day.) This will be a RALLY DAY
EVENT.

Students, along with parents, are encouraged to arrive
between 9:30 and 9:45 AM for registration and pictures..
From registration, they will move to the parish hall for a
welcome program and that’s where the events for the day
begin. When the events have been completed, students
will return to their classroom for dismissal at 10:45 AM.

All family units will receive a letter including an information
sheet/medical information sheet and release form.

Please review and complete the forms before the RALLY
DAY.

The teachers and staff will again meet the first Sunday of

e s

Sunday School

Group Fellowship

September 19th is our Potluck and Planning meeting.

Submitted by Sandy Huenniger
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News From the Pews
In The Hospital
Betty Angelo
Florence WeixImann
Geraldine Dick
William Marzahn

Wedding
7/11—Scottt Lawniczak to Nicole Cox

Baptisms
7/12—Sienna Marlene Tarau, daughter of Paul and
Brenda Tarau

Funeral/Memorial Service
6/5—Geraldine Dick
7/7—Robert Johnson
8/3—Florence Weixlmann

Blessing of Animals

On Sunday, October 4 at 12:30 p.m. members and friends
of St. John’s church are welcome to participate in a
blessing of animals. The event coincides with the feast
day for St. Francis. He is a saint well known for his
respect for and devotion to nature. He held animals in
particular, to be an experience of God’s goodness.
Depending on the weather, we will gather in the courtyard
between the church and educational buildings, or in the
parish hall. Participants are welcome to bring their pets
and share in a blessing of thanks.

Blessing e E“S

September 2009 Crossbeam Page 23



Esther Altar Guild

It has been a rather quiet summer for the Altar Guild.
However as September is now upon us, it’s time for the
PENNY SALE!

As the parish hall is our current worship space, we will be
holding the sale at our neighbors, First Presbyterian,
Fellowship Hall. The date is Thursday September 24th.
Doors will open at 6 pm. Sale starts at 7 pm.

Sale items, door prizes and desserts are needed. Set-up
will be in the morning on the 24th.

Many hands will be needed for this to be a successful
event. If you were not at our August 30th guild meeting
and didn’t get your tickets, please see Connie and get
them soon. Also, look for our pre-sale ticket table in the
narthex between services in September.

Taking care of the altar in September is Connie Arnold
and Rhonda Drezek.

Submitted by Nancy Weber

Congratulations to our

newly elected council Church

members!

Dawn Tymor
Tim Then
Roger McGilll
Frank Acker
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Understanding our Giftedness
From Ventures: Partners in Stewardship Growth

So | ask you to make full use of the gift that God gave you when | placed my hands on
you. Godo6s spirit doesnd6t make cowards out
self-control. i 1l Timothy 1:6 (CEV)

| Corinthians 12:4-7, 11 “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and
there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities,
but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. All these are activated by one and the
same Spirit, who allots each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.”

Romans 12:4-5 “For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members
have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
we are members of one another.”

Il Corinthians 12:9-10 “...but he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is
made perfect in weakness.’ So, | will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore | am content with weaknesses,
insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever |
am weak, then | am strong.”

John 17:18 “As you have sent me into the world, so | have sent them into the world.”

| Samuel 3:1-18 “Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word
of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose
eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his room;
the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the
Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel !Samuel!” and he said,
‘Here | am!” and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here | am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did
not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here | am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I
did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the
word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here | am, for you called me.” Then
Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.” So
Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the Lord came and stood there, calling
as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’
Then the Lord said to Samuel, ‘See, | am about to do something in Israel that will make
both ears of anyone who hears it tingle. On that day | will fulfill against Eli all that | have
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For | have told him that | am
about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were
blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore | swear to the house of Eli
that the iniquity of Eli’'s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord.
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and said, ‘Samuel, my
son.’ He said, ‘Here | am.’ Eli said, ‘What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from
me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he
told you.  So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is
the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.”
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Ladies Aid

Our first meeting after this interesting summer will be on
Thursday, September 3 at 7:30pm. As always, new faces
are always welcome to join us in fellowship.

We will discuss the possibility of holding an Election
Day Luncheon in November. Refreshments will be
provided by Barbara Kwiecinski and Sylvia
Delaney. Hope to see you then.

Submitted by Connie Arnold

Lutheran Campus Ministries’ “Garage Sale”

If you have a good item of value and no longer have a use for

it, Lutheran Campus Ministries would be happy to have it for
their September 2WRoclotedtbask H Gar
you. New and gently used items such as antiques, garden

equipment, tools, small furniture, sports equipment, decor/

paintings, and kitchen and household items are welcome.

Please bring them to the Campus Ministry House at 4001 Main

St. in Eggertsville or call Jeff at 833-6950 for information.

Our 2nd annual Senior Fall Retreat at Lake
Chautauqua Lutheran Center is on Sept. 25-27,
2009. Friday evening through lunch on Sunday. If you
are interested in attending this year call us or Sandy
Huenniger. Reservations will be limited to rooms
available. Make plans early. Please see the flier in this
month’s Crossbeam.

Paul & Georgie Napier 667-3125
St John's LCLC Ambassadors
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Heartfelt Thanks

It is time once again to thank the folks who set up and
clean up the coffee hour. Be sure to thank our set up
people which includes Peggy Cramer, Maxine and Jim
Steiner, Mary and Maynard Bunn, Darlene and Frank
Dlabola, Gladys Weiss, John and Carrie Brooks, Charlie
and Connie Arnold. Also, thank the folks who clean up,
Janet Hender, Danese Dick, Bethann Hintzmann, Linda
Wetzler, Karen Maier, Kathy Moody, Roger and Judy
McGill.

We are always looking for additional volunteers- the
more we have the less your turn comes! Itis really very
easy and takes just a little time. Set up can be done
Saturday evening or Sunday morning, clean up is done
before or after second service. We are very flexible, just
ask any of the crew and they will tell you how easy it
is! Just call or see Connie Arnold (674-2409) if you would
like to help.

Don't forget to thank Jeanne and Dick Stover who
faithfully provide your summer refreshments for you to
enjoy. Itis a tasty and refreshing addition to our summer
fellowship and we thank them very much!

“Thank you Pastor Klatt for prayers and visits, the
congregation for get well and sympathy cards for Bob.
Shirley Johnson and family”
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