
MAY 3, 2026

A NEWSLETTER FOR OUR ST. JOHN’S PARISH MEMBERS
AND FRIENDS

The Crossbeam

Sunday, May 3, 2026
5th Sunday of Easter,
Year A

AS WE CONTINUE TO CELEBRATE THE FIFTY DAYS OF EASTER, TODAY’S
GOSPEL INCLUDES JESUS’ PROMISE THAT HE GOES TO PREPARE A PLACE

FOR HIS FOLLOWERS IN HIS FATHER’S HOUSE. OUR BAPTISM COMMISSIONS
US TO SHARE JESUS’ MISSION IN THE WORLD. AS 1 PETER REMINDS US, WE
ARE A HOLY PEOPLE, CALLED TO PROCLAIM THE ONE WHO CALLED US OUT

OF DARKNESS INTO LIGHT. IN WORDS AND DEEDS WE BEAR WITNESS TO
THE RISEN CHRIST—OUR WAY, OUR TRUTH, OUR LIFE.



PSALM 23
 1 THE LORD | IS MY SHEPHERD;
  I SHALL NOT | BE IN WANT.
 2 THE LORD MAKES ME LIE DOWN | IN GREEN PASTURES
  AND LEADS ME BE- | SIDE STILL WATERS.
 3 YOU RESTORE MY | SOUL, O LORD,
  AND GUIDE ME ALONG RIGHT PATHWAYS | FOR YOUR NAME’S SAKE.
 4 THOUGH I WALK THROUGH THE VALLEY OF THE SHADOW OF DEATH, I SHALL |
FEAR NO EVIL;
  FOR YOU ARE WITH ME; YOUR ROD AND YOUR STAFF, THEY | COMFORT ME. 
 5 YOU PREPARE A TABLE BEFORE ME IN THE PRESENCE | OF MY ENEMIES;
  YOU ANOINT MY HEAD WITH OIL, AND MY CUP IS | RUNNING OVER.
 6 SURELY GOODNESS AND MERCY SHALL FOLLOW ME ALL THE DAYS | OF MY LIFE,
  AND I WILL DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE | LORD FOREVER. 
----------
"’THOU PREPAREST A TABLE BEFORE ME IN THE PRESENCE OF MINE ENEMIES.
THOU ANOINTEST MY HEAD WITH OIL’ (PSALM 23:5 KJV).
THIS IS A DESCRIPTION OF THE HOSPITALITY OF THE DESERT PEOPLE. IF I WERE
BEING PURSUED BY MY ENEMIES, AND CAME TO YOUR CAMP, YOU WOULD HAVE
TO WELCOME ME, AND YOU WOULD HAVE TO KEEP ME FOR TWO NIGHTS AND A
DAY. THE ENEMY WOULD HAVE TO WAIT FOR ME OUTSIDE THE CIRCLE CAST BY
THE FIRELIGHT OF YOUR FIRE. IMAGINE THAT.
AN ENEMY WOULD HAVE TO BE PATIENTLY WAITING. IN THE MIDST OF WAITING,
PERHAPS ANGER AND RAGE WOULD TURN TO FRUSTRATION. PERHAPS
FRUSTRATION WOULD CHANGE INTO TIREDNESS. AS THE ENEMY WAITED OUTSIDE
THE CIRCLE OF FIRELIGHT, THERE WOULD BE TIME FOR REFLECTION AND EVEN A
CHANGE OF HEART. AND MAYBE THE ENEMY COULD BECOME A FRIEND, AND BE
WELCOMED TO DINNER. NOW, THAT IS A TRANSFORMATION!”
-PATRICIA E. DE JONG, "WE SHALL NOT WANT," MAY 3, 1998.
PEACE AND BLESSINGS THIS DAY.
PASTOR V.



IN-PERSON WORSHIP 
THE HOLY SPIRIT GATHERS PEOPLE AROUND THE MEANS OF GRACE—

THE SAVING WORD OF GOD AND THE SACRAMENTS. 

FEATURED THIS WEEK:
SATURDAY SPOKEN WORD

5 P.M. - IN-PERSON
 

THE SUNDAY ASSEMBLY

9:45A.M. - IN-PERSON SERVICE AND LIVESTREAM
BROADCAST ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE AND ON OUR WEBSITE!

This Weeks Bulletin (click here)

https://u26938981.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.XigZWhO1nL0YHAsdW2mDmwIfQacz7Yfr4bnzI5OgQ8vUFjl1j-2FTmJAWgPGbB6dYsP61r_7TZmDc1U3Ha37MxrSILPUAf15hChg78m74DxLt-2BAdnmH2yDxWB-2B8g9IbxUBqumbRrE1gZmE8GneMy74wIOGFwR8UFIouHX4ixe9YWHvQQTPs5QRw6lB5-2FlMy6zOe7f6f6qcRqRbZUioTNL-2BGEFPMExavPQWfusMrtQbS1NabpWK4OGpGT4vXv5eex9SWrF9Ym0EBsnVh4xMk6cm8HU3i7VIbp92M2VVyq5BWcpkNT3egib91yB-2F0s1ic891WpkNt5Ei-2BgacIrzuboL96czH8UdRAXpOzW-2BermwgpNsjC1XGwuG5hMGYESKALKv4WW-2Bm3
https://saintjohnsws.org/worship/pages/worship-this-week


SATURDAY MAY 2 @ 5PM
ALICE COOLEY - ASSISTING MINISTER

SUNDAY MAY 3 @ 9:45AM
RON WIRTH- USHER

KRISTEN HOCHULSKI- USHER

ALTAR GUILD FOR MAY:
BARBARA KWIECINSKI

SYLVIA DELANEY



BIBLE STUDY @ 6PM
MAY 7 , 14  & 21STTH TH

NEW MEMBERS INFORMATIONAL MEETING
MAY 17TH @ 11AM

THANKSGIVING AT RETIREMRNT OF DEBT
MAY 24  @ 10AMTH

WORLD LABYRINTH DAY MAY 2ND

WORLD LABYRINTH DAY AND OPEN HOUSE IS SATURDAY MAY
2ND, 12PM-2PM, WITH A GROUP PRAYER TO "WALK AS ONE FOR

PEACE AT 1PM"
CONTACT BETH V. (716)-445-5006 OR EMAIL

PRAYERLABYRINTHWS@GMAIL.COM WITH QUESTIONS
WE ARE LOOKING FOR A FEW VOLUNTEERS TO GREET THE

COMMUNITY AND TALK ABOUT OUR PRAYER LABYRINTH AT ST.
JOHN'S. NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED.

ONE SERVICE AT 10AM WILL
START MAY 10  AND CONTINUE

THROUGH SUMMER

TH



Saturday May 2nd, 2026
 West Seneca, NYThe Labyrinth atSt.John’sLutheranChurchin

 11:00am - 2:00pm
 Joinus in aRolling Wave of Peaceful 

Energy & Prayer Around the World
 12pm-12:50pm Come together for an open house,exploringthe 

benefits of using a Labyrinth for therapeutic, meditative prayer.
Take a journey around the indoor, fully handicap accessible
Labyrinth at St. John’s.
1:00 pm Join us in a group prayer for peace at precisely 1pm.

Contact us via email for questions: prayerlabyrinthws@gmail.com
Visit: www.worldlabyrinthday.org for international information 

St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church

3512 Clinton St, West 
Seneca, NY 14224

Non-Denominational Event 
for the WNY Community

Family - Friendly

_____

Free, Indoor Event

_____

 
Walk As One at 1pm

Visit:
www.worldlabyrinthday.org

WHAT IS WORLD 
LABYRINTH DAY?

It is an annual international
event sponsored by The

Labyrinth Society. 
Every year on the first

Saturday in May, thousands
of people around the world
participate in this moving

meditation for world peace
and celebration of the

labyrinth experience. This is
the 18th annual Wold 

Labyrinth Day.



THIS WEEK 5/3- 5/9
TODAY:                                                               

             9:45 A.M. AGAPE MEAL
             7 P.M. TRY AGAIN (AA)
MONDAY:                         

             10 A.M SPROUTS
              1 P.M. ARTHRITIS WALKING GROUP  
              6 P.M. KNITTING GROUP 
              6 P.M. SPROUTS                                                  
              6:45 P.M. ZUMBA
              7:30 P.M. AL-ANON
TUESDAY:                        

             9 A.M. ZUMBA
              12 P.M. TAI-CHI                                                    
              6:30 P.M. SA BUFFALO
WEDNESDAY:   

              1 P.M. ARTHRITIS EXERCISE GROUP
              7 P.M. CHOIR REHEARSAL
THURSDAY:   

              9 A.M. ZUMBA     
              12 P.M. NA               
              5 P.M. ZUMBA  
              6 P.M. BIBLE STUDY
              7 P.M. WORSHIP & MUSIC                                                   
              7 P.M. NA             
FRIDAY:        

              10 A.M. ENJOY LIFE (NA)   
              10 A.M. SPROUTS                       
              7:30 P.M. GARDENVILLE GROUP (AA)
SATURDAY:                           

               9 A.M. ZUMBA
               5 P.M. WORSHIP                                       



TO THE GLORY OF GOD

YOU CAN REMEMBER OR HONOR A LOVED ONE OR A SPECIAL
OCCASION BY ORDERING A FLORAL ARRANGEMENT USING THE

ALTAR FLOWER CALENDAR LOCATED IN THE NARTHEX.

BOOK AND PUZZLE SALE
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO DONATED, SORTED, SET UP,

CLEANED UP OR HELPED OUT AT THE BOOK SALE. 
 WE RAISED $731.85 FOR THE BUILDING FUND.  

THANK YOU
SHIRLEY JOHNSON WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU TO ALL OF

THOSE THAT STOPPED BY FOR COFFEE AND CAKE FOR HER
BIRTHDAY. ALSO TO ALL THOSE THAT SENT BIRTHDAY WISHES.

SHE HAD A WONDERFUL TIME WITH EVERYONE.
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO CONNIE ARNOLD FOR SUCH AN

AMAZING CAKE!
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